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FLOTILLA 28-01 BOAT CAMP 2011

The training began Friday afternoon at Bayfield County Highway Dept Bldg in Washburn attended by 25 Division members from Portage Lake, Marquette and Apostle Islands Flotillas.  The session began with a classroom review of SABOT oriented training, including charts and navigation conducted by Division 28 Commander Carl Broberg. This session was followed by a tabletop exercise involving SAR procedures and plotting various SAR patterns.  Friday concluded with an evening patrol.

The training continued Saturday and Sunday with On the Water Training utilizing two facilities each day to enable towing excises. Anchoring drills, man-overboard drills, pump operations and other exercises were also conducted to allow coxwains and crewmembers  to practice and enhance their skills and enable trainees to have their crew training checklists signed off as they completed the requirements.  
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PADDLE SPORTS INITIATIVE
Flotilla 28-01 Paddle Sport Initiative is well underway.  It was kicked off with a meeting on June 6, 2011 at AINL - NPS Headquarters in Bayfield with NPS and Living Adventure (a Kayak Outfitter) providing the training and was well attended by Auxiliary members.  We are providing a member at Meyer’s Beach and Little Sand Bay every Friday afternoon and Saturday mornings to assist the Rangers on duty. Reports indicate on most days we see from 30-40 people, not all of which are kayakers, as we also interact with other visitors, (hikers, cyclists, and other tourists). We have been well received by the Park Service and the Kayak Outfitters.   We need more members to get involved to reduce the load on those that are participating.  Please contact Dick Carver or Pat Moe if you are interested.
JUNE VISTORS TO THE FLOTILLA
Coast Guard Station Bayfield and the Apostle Islands Flotilla welcomed several guests the week of 27 June.  Tuesday, Captain McGuiness, Commander Sector Sault Ste Marie and his newly appointed Director of Response, Cdr. Marko Broz visited the Station and addressed several Auxiliary members, as well as the active duty crew at Station Bayfield.  Captain McGuiness stressed that we all represent the United States Coast Guard and that how we present in public settings directly reflects on our service.  He was complimentary about the services the Apostle Islands Flotilla provides and those thoughts were echoed by Chief Robertson. 
 Thursday of the same week, Commander Carl R. Willis, the 9th District Auxiliary Liaison Officer and Sector Sault Ste Marie OTO CWO2 Ted Connelly visited briefly enroute to Northern Minnesota.  Commander Willis, having flown into Ashland JFK Memorial Airport, brought along the pilots of the 9th Eastern Auxiliary Air Beech Bonanza, Kyle Jones and Joe Weatherby of Cleveland, OH who also joined in the visit. 
 Using any excuse for a picnic, the Flotilla sponsored an event in the park adjacent to the Station.  In a brief ceremony, the Flotilla presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Chief James Robertson, OIC of Station Bayfield in thanks for his support of all the Auxiliary activities in the Apostle Islands.

NPS SOUTH TWIN DOCK PROJECT

The NPS is pleased to announce that construction will begin in early August to replace the failing South Twin dock. As a result, the dock will be closed beginning August 1 until construction is completed. The new dock will improve access for park boaters. It also utilizes a more sustainable and environmentally friendly design. Funding is being provided through a highly competitive National Park Service grant for which Apostle Islands staff wrote a successful proposal.
FLOTILLA 028-01 WEBSITE
Coming soon, a new Flotilla 028-01 Apostle Islands Flotilla Website.  It will provide easy access to local weather, patrol and paddle sports initiative schedules, flotilla events as wall as other flotilla events.  Details will be forthcoming.     

LAKE SUPERIOR WATER LEVEL JULY 22, 2011
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