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-Recreational Vessel: Certificate of Documentation            
or State Registration.                                                                            
-Small Passenger Vessel: USCG Licensed Master, 
Certificate of Documentation or Certificate of Inspection.                                                         
-Uninspected Passenger Vessel: Certificate of 
Documentation or State Registration, USCG Licensed 
Master/ Mate, or Uninspected Passenger                  
Operator Credential.                                                                            
- Bareboat Charter Vessel: Certificate of Documentation or 
State Registration, Bareboat Agreement, USCG Licensed 
Master or Uninspected Passenger Operator Credential       
(if required).  

Charter (bareboat) Operation: A valid (bareboat) Charter is 
an agreement where the charter has use of the vessel for a 
period of time and is considered the owner. A charterer 
takes on the legal obligations, is responsible for the crew, 
passengers carried, and others.                                   
Elements of a valid bareboat charter may include:         

1)The charterer must have the option of selecting & paying 
crew, although the owner may require general levels of 
proficiency for the crew that is retained based on federal 
statutes;                                                                                 
2) The master/crew are paid by the charterer;                 
3)All food, fuel and stores are provided by the charterer;  
4) Insurance is obtained by the charterer;                           
5) The charterer is responsible for the safe navigation of  
the                                                                                        
6) A platform for events that does not involve 
consideration, even when moored at the pier; and              
7) The vessel is surveyed upon return to the owner. 

Required Documentation 

Recreational Vessel 

A recreational vessel is manufactured and operated for 
pleasure with no one onboard who provided money or 
any type of economic benefit (this is NOT a passenger 
for hire operation). 


