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New Members Welcome

The Flotilla Commander, Flotilla Vice Commander, Flotilla Staff Officers,
and members eagerly extend a warm welcome to the newest member of
our flotilla:

» Oluwaseun Joseph Olowoyo.

Important Websites

» Coast Guard Auxiliary Website: www.cgaux.org

» National Testing Center: http://ntc.cgaux.org/

» 7029 Webform: https://webforms.cgaux.org/forms/7029/

» AUXDATA IlI: https://uscg.experience.crmforce.mil/auxcommunity/s/login/

» District 7 Website: http://www.uscga-district-7.org/

» Distric 7 Help Desk: https://helpdesk.uscga-district-7.org/

« Flotilla 69 Website: http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=070-06-09

« Flotilla 69Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067640187135
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THE SAFETY CORNER

National Safe Boating Week

Understanding the Importance of Engine Cut-Off
Switches for Recreational Boaters
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Flotilla 69, Article by Gustavo Montano

In the world of recreational boating, safety should always be a top
priority. One crucial safety mechanism that every boater should be
aware of is the Engine Cut-Off Switch (ECOS). But what exactly is
an Engine Cut-Off Switch, and why is it so important?

An Engine Cut-Off Switch is a safety mechanism designed to shut
off propulsion machinery when the operator is displaced from the
helm. This means that if the operator falls overboard or is other-
wise ejected from the vessel, the engine will automatically stop,
preventing the boat from continuing on its course unchecked. Photo by safeboatingcouncil.org

So, why is it important to use an Engine Cut-Off Switch? The answer lies in the potential dangers that can
arise when an operator is unexpectedly thrown from the helm. Boats can make sudden and forceful turns,
ejecting the operator and potentially putting them in harm's way, especially if there is a spinning propeller
nearby. By wearing the Engine Cut-Off Switch Link, the engine immediately stops, allowing the operator to
regain control of the vessel and prevent further accidents.

— The benefits of using an Engine Cut-Off Switch are readily appar
~ent. Not only do they prevent accidents, injuries, and

] deaths caused by unexpected operator displacement, but they
also help avoid situations where a runaway vessel poses a danger
. to other individuals and vessels on the water. This includes the
risk of propeller strikes for those in the water, collision hazards for
other vessels, and increased danger for maritime law enforce

ment officers tasked with bringing the runaway vessel to a stop.

Photo by safeboatingcouncil.org

In conclusion, Engine Cut-Off Switches play a vital role in enhancing safety on the water for recreational
boaters. By understanding their importance and adhering to regulations, boaters can help prevent accidents
and ensure a safer and more enjoyable boating experience for everyone.

Safe Boating Campaign...
Take the pledge

s Vessel Safety Check
& Decal

cgaux.org/boatinged  cgaux.org/vsc
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FSO-VE Article

- The Importance of Getting a U.S. Coast Guard Vessel |

Safety Check for Your Boat by Sadri Medina

Legal Compliance: Boating is an exhilarating
pastime enjoyed by millions across the

United States. Whether cruising along serene
lakes or navigating the vastness of the ocean,
safety should always be a top priority for any
boater. One crucial aspect of ensuring safety
on the water is undergoing a U.S. Coast Guard g
VESSE' Safet\/ ChECk (VSC) ThIS Voluntar\/ Medina conducting a \ISC, Photo by Gustavo Montano
examination provides boaters with invaluable insights into the condition of their
vessel, helping to prevent accidents and potentially save lives.

Enhanced Safety: The primary purpose of a VSC is to assess the safety equip-
ment and overall condition of a vessel. This includes checking the presence and
functionality of essential items such as life jackets, fire extinguishers, distress
signals, navigation lights, and sound-producing devices. Ensuring that these
items are in good working order can significantly reduce the risk of accidents
and increase the chances of a positive outcome in emergency situations.

Educational Opportunity: /SCs are conducted
by trained and certified U.S. Coast Guard Auxilia
ry or U.S. Power Squadrons personnel who offer
valuable guidance and recommendations to
boaters. Even experienced boaters can benefit
from a fresh set of eyes evaluating their vessel
Medina conducting a VSC, Photo by Omar Paez and providing insights on safety practices. These
professionals can offer advice on everything from proper anchoring techniques to
the importance of maintaining a safe speed in crowded waterways.

-

Environmental Stewardship: Boating responsibly goes beyond ensuring personal
safety; it also involves protecting the environment. VSCs may include assess-
ments of pollution prevention measures, such as the proper disposal of waste,
fuel, and oil. By adhering to environmental regulations and best practices,
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boaters can minimize their impact on aquatic ecosystems and preserve natural
resources for future generations.

Peace of Mind: Knowing that your vessel has undergone a thorough safety
inspection can provide peace of mind for both you and your passengers. Rather
than worrying about the condition of your equipment or whether you're ade-
quately prepared for emergencies, you can focus on enjoying your time on the
water with confidence.

p

Ensuring the safety of yourself, your passengers, and fellow boaters should -
always be a top priority when enjoying time on the water. Undergoing a U.S.
Coast Guard Vessel Safety Check provides boaters with a comprehensive evalua-
tion of their vessel's safety equipment and overall condition, helping to prevent
accidents, comply with regulations, and promote responsible boating practices.
By taking advantage of this valuable resource, boaters can enjoy peace of mind
knowing that they're well-prepared for whatever the water may bring. Interested
individuals can schedule an appointment with a certified examiner, who will con-
duct the examination at a mutually convenient time and location. Boaters can
also look for scheduled VSC events in their area, typically held at marinas, boat
shows, or other boating-related gatherings.

FREE \Iessel Safety Check & Decal

VESSEL SAFETY CHECy

cgaux.org/vsc
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Vessel Safety Checks




Vessel Safety Checks (continue).
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Sector TraininNg (contienue)
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