
FC Reports for 7 December Division Meeting 
 

Chris Labuda – 20-01 
 

-Worked a PA Booth at the October Jacksonville Safety Fair 

-Towed a member's boat with 4 Auxiliarists behind a Coast Guard vessel for the annual 

Jacksonville Holiday Parade 

-2 Members will get life jacket inspection training at Elizabeth City on December 7th 

-Support to Air Aux Program ongoing 

-PV's and VSC's ongoing 

-2 new applicants being processed 

-1 transfer of a Flotilla Commander from Maryland anticipated for January 2020 

-3 new FSO's will be appointed to our roster for next year 

-All 2019 members have submitted dues for 2020. 

 

Mark Sonder – 20-02 

 
Current Activities 
 

As I have been handing in my weekly reports you know about our activities.  The below are 

some which may not have made it onto those reports. 

 

I will summarize what we’ve been doing recently: 

• November 23:  PA event for the Beaufort Historical Association 

• November 9:  PA Event, Veterans Day Parade in Morehead City 

• November 2-3:  5 of our members took the AV PQS Classes at USCG Station Emerald 

Isle. 

• November 1:  The USCG Cutter Smilax, The Queen of the Fleet, had her 75th year 

anniversary dockside at USCG base Ft. Macon, Atlantic Beach.  Our Flotilla supplied 4 

Auxiliarists to have various duties in assisting this special event. 

• October 28:  10 of our members, plus we made arrangements for 1 other Aux member 

to go underway on the USCGC Maple for 6.5 hours. 

 
ISSUES 

 

Calendar:  Leaders/members are not communicating with me as to what event dates with 

their corresponding information should be published on our website calendar. 
 

Mike Ott – 20-04 
 

We had a very successful PA event at the New Bern Mumfest festival.  Completed a good 

Navigation Class and have a Local Waters class scheduled 7 December.  Planning a Local 

Waters & Suddenly In Command class for 25 January. 

 

We have relocated back to our old meetings facility at the Episcopal Church in New Bern. 



Our COW is scheduled for 17 January.  Our new FC is Karl Mielenhausen and our VFC is Bud 

McClard. 

 

 Tony Lopinto – 20-06 

 
1. Flotilla Elections held at November meeting at Franks Restaurant in Washington, NC. 

Results:  LoPinto re-elected Flotilla Commander, Marchisello re-elected Vice 

Commander.  

2. Invited Station Chief Jones and spouse along with 3 others from Station Hobucken to 

Flotilla Change of Watch as guests of the Flotilla.  Also invited Sea Scouts adult leader 

and spouse to attend COW. 

3. Conducted 7 patrols during October and November, including 1 QE Crew 

requalification mission and 1 ATON/PATON mission. 

4. One new member joined flotilla in October. Two prospective members attended 

October and November Flotilla meetings. 

5. Seven members completed TCT refresher on 14th October. 

6. Two members resigned for personal reasons. Current Flotilla membership stands at 30. 

Bill Gerdsen – 20-10 
 

054-20-10 operations are slowly ending.  Many AUXPATROl vessels are being winterized.  At 

least three will continue to be available upon tasking by the OIA.  

 

VE, CFVE and UPV exams continue as a result of migratory pelagic fishing which will begin 

01DEC2019. 

 

PA events have included the Mullet Festival parade, Veterans Day parade and the Emerald 

Isle Christmas Parade. 

 

PE events include concluding the ABS class for a local middle school with 20 students. 

 

An additional class has started with 22 students and later in December a class of up to 50  

students will begin. 



SO Reports for 7 December Division Meeting 
 

Tom Wiggins SO-CM 

 
We have no active Div 20  HF facility. Therefore, we will have to get the process started to 

implement a new Offer for Use for a new HF Facility, a daunting task 

Have received no information or direction on forming an Emergency Communications 

Capability. It will be interesting to see how ADSO-CM plans on implementing this capability. 

So we await news 

I see no future for a VHF Net in the Division. I am looking forward to direction from District or 

higher. Emergency Communications is a high priority topic 

 

Mark Sonder SO-CS 
 

Current Activities 

• Published October and November 20-20 Vision Newsletters 

• Immediate Past SO-CS Melissa McLauren revised and updated the Uniforms page on 

all Division 20 websites.  She was properly thanked. 

 

20-02 

• Published first 5 PE courses for 2020 

• Published info on our 2020 COW 

• Published calendar events for 2020 

Mark Sonder reporting 

 

20-04 

• The October and November "Channel Marker" newsletter has been posted to our 

Flotilla website. 

• Website Calendar has been updated with events, meetings and classes. 

• Updated Flotilla Matrix, 7030M, and Flotilla Standing Rules documents have been 

posted to "Members Only" section. 

• The process continues, for making updates to the WNKS Instructor Guide. 

• An updated Flotilla Member Directory List, and updated Flotilla Member Email List 

posted "Members Only". 

Theresa Bendicksen reporting 

 

20-06 

• Added new Calendar items. 

Melissa McLauren reporting 
 
ISSUES 
 

- Calendar Events: Members do not let me know what to publish 

- “Toolkit” remains in waiting for review phase. 

 



Al Powell SO-DV 

None of the Division 20 Flotilla's reported any DV activity other than the following: 

 

Flotilla 20-02:  

A DV presentation by SO-DV Al Powell is planned for their December 2019 meeting or their 

meeting in January 2020. 

 

Flotilla 20-06: 

Al Powell, FSO-DV and SO-DV, has DV workshops/training sessions planned within the next 

two months with: 

1. US Coast Guard Station Hobucken 

2. Boys and Girls Club staff of the Coastal Plain staff 

3. Beaufort County Sheriff's Department 

4. Washington Police Department 

5. Beaufort County School system  

My DV Strategic Vision for 2020:  

I would like to have a meeting with the FSO-DV's in early 2020 (or their designees if that 

position is still vacant) to discuss a strategic DV plan to identify locations/organizations we 

can speak to, (marina's, social organizations, PTA meetings, church groups, Home Owner 

Associations, nonprofits, etc); where we can feature "Coastie the Safety Boat" , and/or work 

in conjunction with the FSO-PA/FSO-PE's at selected events.  

 

We need to put more emphasis on speaking at schools in our AOR. We can talk about the 

importance of diversity, how it does not always involve race  (a common misconception) 

and exciting opportunities for youth in the Auxiliary, especially with the new Sea Cadet pilot 

program.  

 

Ben Reed SO-FN 
 

Division 20 054 SR Financial report November 30, 2019 

October 1 to November 30, 2019 

Balance as of October 1, 2019  $5874.50 

Division Income     

Dues Second Qtr.    $52.50 

Public Education income  $740.52 

Voided check 3597 PE   $103.20 

 TOTAL INCOME    $793.02 

 



Division Expenses 

Dues to 5th District    $45.00 

Public Education expense   $673.20 repaid to Ben Reed 

Meeting Expenses (picnic)  $16.00 

Materials      $46.82 

TOTAL EXPENSES    $781.02 

Income over Expenses   $12.00 

Balance as of November 30, 2019 $5989.70  

Vacant SO-FS 

 

Tom Labuda SO-HR 

Report not received prior to distribution 

 

Karl Mielenhausen SO-IS 

Below were important activity areas since the last report: 

Acknowledged, reviewed, and entered reports sent by the FSOs and individuals, as 

of 23 November 2019. (This report's date). 

Insured all activities from all resources were recorded in AUXDATA as "approved" 

status. 

Insured all 7028-submitted member information changes have been recorded in 

AUXDATA 

Responded to data and procedural requests/clarifications and assistance. 

Provided educational information for inclusion in the Division 20 newsletter as a new 

column, Bits & Bytes. 

Personally attended November meetings at three of our five flotillas to address 

concerns and answer questions. 

A summary report of activities within D20 will be available at the December meeting and will 

be based upon data in AUXINFO as of the 1 December feed from AUXDATA. 

 

Due to year-end travel plans, I request that all forms be submitted by 15 December. 

However, please hang on to your December 7029’s until AFTER 1 January. Incoming FCs, 

please send me a copy of your 7007 as soon as your staffing is firmed up, absolutely no later 

than 15 December. 



Ben Reed SO-MA 

There was only one order for Public Education material for this period. 

Vacant SO-MS 

 

Dale Benson SO-MT 

SAVE THE DATE  

D5S D-Train  

February 21-23 2020  

Sheraton Imperial Hotel at Research Triangle Park in Durham, NC 

Our February D-Train is three months away. The focus is leadership, leadership, leadership. 

We will be offering this leadership training via a Flotilla Commander Academy and Division 

Commander Academy. These sessions are designed to provide tools for elected leaders at 

the flotilla and division levels.  

In addition, the Risk Management Refresher course will be offered for those members not 

participating in the Flotilla Commander Academy or Division Commander Academy. 

SAVE THE DATE  

Divisional Training Workshop  

Saturday, March 2020  

 

Topic inputs to possibly be included in the presentations would be greatly appreciated from 

all members of our various flotillas. Possible presentations could include Refresher course of 

RM/TCT, PA/PE Events and Ops Mentoring; Boating Safety/Vessel Examination refresher; a 

day of Crew College courses;  

 

Ernest Marshburn, member of 20-06, and chair of the National Safe Boating Council, has 

developed an on the water program that may greatly enhance safe boating on the water 

and could be collaborated with the USCG Auxiliary RBS. Discussion meeting is scheduled for 

mid-December regarding this program. 

Request inputs for 2020 planning of the training schedule. Suggestions have included 

possible Crew College, requested inputs to Divisional Training Workshop and schedule for 

required refresher courses for members. 

Flotilla Inputs 

Flotilla 20-01 

• Nothing significant to report. 

Flotilla 20-02 

• Working with members to complete AV-PQS.   

• Working with a new member to complete BQ II and Core Training.   



• Other Member Training for this month has been comprised of weekly emails on the 

following subjects: 

o Oldest Coast Guard Cutter 75 Years of Service 

o 2019 Surface OPS Workshop 

o US Coast Guard – The North Carolina Navy 

o VE Boot Camp 

Flotilla 20-04 

• Nothing significant to report. 

Flotilla 20-06 

• One member requalified as Crewmember. 

• A Risk Management refresher course was held last month with 8 members requalifying. 

Another refresher course will be scheduled in the spring of 2020 and will possibly be 

held at the District spring D-Train or Divisional Training Workshop.  

• Discussion planning for 2020 for possible Crew College, inputs to Divisional Training 

Workshop and schedule for required refresher courses for members 

Flotilla 20-10 

• Report on D-Train scheduled for Feb 2020.  

• Explained and outlined the AUXOP or “Operational Auxiliarist” program, which 

included the required core courses, leadership courses and elective courses. There is 

no time limit which applies to successful completion of AUXOP eligibility requirements.  

• Reported on the two topics of Assignment to Duty and AUXOP, providing links for both 

topics: 

 

o Assignment to Duty:  https://www.slideshare.net/D5SR/blinker-fall-2019 

 

o AUXOP:  http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=auxop-

courses 

 

Danny Collins SO-NS 

We have had a great year in our Division 20 NS efforts. As it stands now, we will have 1 in 

REYR at the end of the year. 

 

A big thank you and job well done for the following: 

Post Storm ATON Observers  

Kelley Armstrong  054-20-10  Glenn Baxter  054-20-10 

Dale Benson   054-20-06  Russell Braswell   054-20-02 

Danny Collins    054-20-10  William Gerdsen  054-20-10 

Jeffrey Michael   054-20-10  Robert Kirk   054-20-10 

 

Conducted an AV-PQS class – 7 Students 

20-10 Kelly Armstrong  Completed 

20-10 Pam Carriker Completed 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


20-10 Bill Gerdsen  Completed 

20-02 Bill Mauney  Completed 

20-10 Jeff Michael  Completed 

20-02 Jeff Perkins  Completed except  8 hour TCT 

20-02 Bob Terwilliger Completed 

 

Division 20 ATON/PATON Reports - YTD: 

 
 

    Verifications Discrepancies 

Flotilla 20-01 0 0 

   
Flotilla 20-02 1 25 

   
Flotilla 20-04 58 10 

   
Flotilla 20-06 10 20 

   
Flotilla 20-10 175 122 

   
Division 20 Sub-total 244 177 

   
Division 20 Total Reports 421  
  

Wayne Mulligan SO-OP 

 
 



Tom Marchisello SO-PA 
 

20-01 Nothing to report 

  

20-02 Nothing to report 

  

20-04 December 8 Fairfield Harbour Christmas Parade 

  

20-06 December 1st Bath Christmas Parade  

          December 7th Washington Parade  

  

20-10 Nov 9 Morehead City Veterans Day parade  

          Nov 29 Swansboro Christmas Flotilla  

          Nov 30 Emerald Isle Christmas parade  
  

Don Lindberg SO-PB 

Photographed Flotilla 20-06’s activities for inclusion in 20-20 Vision. 

Completed the October and November issues of 20-20 Vision; e-mailed both issues to 

our FCs, PBs, USCG Stations, DIRAUX, and other interested parties.  

I am available to assist flotillas to start a newsletter. 

I urge all flotillas to submit photos and articles for 20-20 Vision. 

 

Bruce Clarkson – SO-PE 

20-10 reports an on-going ABS course program involving middle school students.  They’ve 

completed one well-received session and have another in the works.  They state that due to 

a request from the school system they are not submitting names of students to the state and, 

instead, are retaining this information themselves.  

20-04 has completed another navigation seminar.  This event was well attended and well 

received.  New Bern’s plans for the immediate future include a Local Waters seminar.  ABS 

courses are in planning for the first of the new year.  Keith Gapen will be assuming the FSO-PE 

roll next year for the New Bern flotilla. 

Jeff Perkins SO-PV 
Partner Visits 2019 Goals: 

Increase the number of certified PVs in the Division by at least 5.  

I don’t have accurate current numbers at this time but I will give a full report on this in my 

year end.  We have added PV certifications. 

Increase the number of visits in 2019 above 2018 level of 1,210. 

At last report thru Nov 17 we have made 1,175 PV’s in Division 20.  In all of 2018 we made a 

total of 1,180.  With 6 weeks to go and only needing 5 PV’s to pass last year, I am sure we will 

end with a good gain over last year.  Of special note is Katheryn King of Flotilla 20-04 who did 

25 PV’s in 2018 and 232 so far in 2019! 



 Increase Paddle Craft awareness of safety issues on all PVs within the Division. 

Continuing to try to keep everyone focused on this objective. 

Assure that Paddle Craft materials are ordered/utilized in each Flotilla. 

Paddle Craft materials are available to all Flotillas. 

David Fort SO-SR 

Compiled and distributed all FC and SO reports received prior to the meeting.  Prepared and 

distributed draft minutes for approval at this meeting. Reported results of August meeting 

Minutes and November Financials approvals as required. Will be turning over records and 

going over reports and schedules with Eric Reese, the incoming SO-SR. 

Wayne Mulligan SO-VE 

The following table shows the VEs which have been reported through 11/16/19. 

 

 

 


