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What’s in your wallet . . . Coxswain Bag?

Notwithstanding the personal protective equipment (PPE), what a Coxswain should carry while aboard a vessel under his/her command is entirely up to the Coxswain. There is no required list of items that should be part of a Coxswain’s bag; however, the following is what is recommended. Even though an Operational Facility should be properly equipped for every mission, a Coxswain cannot always rely on every OPFAC Owner to keep the facility current. 
Some items are necessary and some items I might be glad I have, in case I need them. If you need it and you have it, then you know the OPFAC is Ready for Operations (RFO).

· CHART(s) OF OPERATING AREA (Corrected to current NTM and LNM)
· PLOTTING TOOLS

· SKETCH OF LOCAL OPERATING AREA (Listing all Points of Interest) 

· ROUTES & WAYPOINTS OF OPERATING AREA 

· COASTAL BOATING GUIDE SHOWING MARINAS & BOAT YARDS

· COAST PILOT (Showing info for area charts) 

· LIGHT LIST (Current year for area charts)

· NAVIGATION RULES (72 COLREGS - COMDTINST M16672)
· LISTING OF IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

· QUICK GUIDE (Rules of the Road & Light Patterns)

· QUICK GUIDE (On board Weather Forecasting)
· WEATHER INDICATORS

· COXSWAIN GUIDE (TRACEN Yorktown)

· TCT & RISK MANAGEMENT GUIDES
· GAR WORKSHEET

· TIDE TABLE (Showing position of moon) 

· HANDHELD VHF RADIO & LIST OF FREQUENCIES

· ARTIFICIAL REEF LOCATIONS (Coastal areas)
· COAST PILOT (Showing info for area charts) 

· LIGHT LIST (Current year for area charts)
· AUXILIARY SAR INCIDENT & MISLE CASE DATA ENTRY REPORT } CG-4612
· USCG BOATING ACCIDENT REPORT FORM } CG-3865
· SMALL FIRST AID KIT (Including non-latex gloves) - Items that may not be on the OPFAC
· AMERICAN RED CROSS FIRST AID SKILL CARD 

· AMERICAN RED CROSS CPR & AED SKILL CARD

· NIGHT CHART LIGHT (Red filter)

· HANDBEARING COMPASS
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By Captain Warren D. Edman
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