Protection of Military Vessels
John Collins, USCGAUX Sector Boston ADSO-PE

Per 33 CFR Part 165 Subpart G, https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-33/chapter-
|/subchapter-P/part-165/subpart-G, when within a naval vessel protection zone, a 500-
yard regulated area of water surrounding large U.S. naval vessels that is necessary to
provide for the safety or security of these U.S. naval vessels. You shall operate at the
minimum speed necessary to maintain a safe course, unless required to maintain speed
by the Navigation Rules, and shall proceed as directed by the Coast Guard, the senior
naval officer present in command, or the official patrol.

When within a naval vessel protection zone, no vessel or person is allowed within 100
yards of a large U.S. naval vessel unless authorized by the Coast Guard, the senior
naval officer present in command, or official patrol.

To request authorization to operate within 100 yards of a large U.S. naval vessel,
contact the Coast Guard, the senior naval officer present in command, or the official
patrol on VHF-FM channel 16



