Marine Protected Area
John Collins, USCG Aux, Sector Boston ADSO-PE

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are particular places in ocean, coastal and estuarine
ecosystems where vital natural and cultural resources are given greater protection than
in surrounding waters. MPAs have been established in the U.S. for more than a
century. Currently, there are over 1,700 MPAs in U.S. marine waters and the Great
Lakes, with levels of protection ranging from a few "notake" areas that prohibit all
extractive uses to the more common multiple use areas that allow vessel access,
anchoring, fishing and non-consumptive activities. MPAs are managed by dozens of
Federal, state, tribal and local authorities. For detailed information on MPA locations,
types, interactive map, purposes and legal restrictions, visit
marineprotectedareas.noaa.qov.

You can find maps of MPA areas at this site:
https://marineprotectedareas.noaa.gov/dataanalysis/mpainventory/mpaviewer/
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MPAs in the U.S. vary widely in the ecological scale of the protection they provide. MPA
conservation targets range from entire ecosystems and their associated biophysical
processes, to focal habitats, species, or other resources deemed to be of economic or
ecological importance. The ecological scale of a site’s conservation target generally
reflects its underlying legal authorities and, in turn, strongly influences the area’s design,
siting, management approach, and likely effects
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