Marine Safety &
Environmental Protection

A Primer for MS District Staff
Officers / Assistant District
Staff Officers




PLEASE NOTE

This presentation focuses on roles and
responsibilities of District Staff Officers
(DSO) and Assistant District Staff
Officers (ADSO) for MS

PRIOR to viewing this presentation,
please view the presentation for
All MS Staff Officers:

Marine Safety / Environmental
Protection: A Primer for Staff Officers



https://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/P-DEPT/MS/FINAL___LS_edits_MS_MEP_2025.pdf
https://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/P-DEPT/MS/FINAL___LS_edits_MS_MEP_2025.pdf

Specifics for District Staff Officers (DSO-MS)

e Overview

* Duties and
Responsibilities

* Recommended Training




District Staff Officer (DSO-MS)

* Responsible for the Marine Safety /
Environmental Protection (MS/MEP)
program in their District

e Appointed by the District Commodore
(DCO) to serve for up to two years

* Reports to either the District Chief of
Staff (DCOS) or a District Directorate
Chief of Prevention (DDC-P)




DSO-MS: Duties and Responsibilities

* Become familiar with the environment and
characteristics of their District, and the USCG
missions within the District’s Area of
Responsibility (AOR)

* Provide District-wide training in MS/MEP
programs for personnel at all levels

* Provide guidance, resources and training for
Assistant District Staff Officers in Marine Safety
(ADSO-MS)

* Post links to new and/or updated MS resources
and references to their District website (as
applicable)




DSO-MS: Duties and Responsibilities - Reports

* Responsible for generating MS/MEP
Staff reports for the District Chief of Staff
(DCOS) or the District Directorate Chief
for Prevention (DDC-P), summarizing:

 MS/MEP activities in the District for the
reporting period

* Future plans, issues to be addressed,
accomplishments and upcoming events

* Monthly or quarterly DSO-MS reports should
also be sent to the Prevention Directorate to
keep National Staff informed




DSO-MS Recommended Training

Incident Command System (ICS) courses 100, 200, 210,

700 and 800
IMSEP course
Good Mate course

Completion of one MS/MEP qualification from the list on
the Prevention website, after which an application for the
Marine Safety Training Ribbon (MSTR) may be submitted




Specifics for Assistant District Staff Officers
(ADSO-MS)

*Overview
* Duties and Responsibilities
* Recommended Training




Assistant District Staff Officer (ADSO-MS)

* Serves as program assistant to the DSO-MS and is
requested by the DSO-MS; must be approved by the
DCO; terms are for one year

* Reports to the DSO-MS; may be assigned by geographic
area, topic, or a combination thereof. For example, an
ADSO-MS may be assigned to work with a Sector within
their District, or to work District-wide with a particular
program, e.g., Uninspected Passenger Vessel (UPV)
examinations

 ADSO-MS assignments are determined according to
MS/MEP program needs within each District




ADSO-MS: Duties and Responsibilities

* In general, an ADSO-MS assists with
management and administration of
the District MS/MEP programs, as
requested by the DSO-MS

* May provide MS Staff Officer training,
be involved in USCG missions as
liaisons for the DSO-MS, make
presentations, or organize Auxiliary
activities for a particular program
or event

* Reports monthly or as required to
the DSO-MS




ADSO-MS: Recommended Training

* Recommended training for the ADSO-MS Staff Officer is the same
as that for the DSO-MS: coursework and participation in MS/MEP
program activities

* The Marine Safety Training Ribbon (MSTR) may be earned if the
ADSO-MS completes a MS/MEP qualification from the list on the
Prevention Directorate website




Need more help?

Visit the National Prevention Directorate website:

https://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=p-dept



https://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=p-dept
https://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=p-dept
https://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=p-dept
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