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1. Pursuant to section 1.A.4.a. of the Coast Guard Auxiliary Manual 
(Commandant Instruction Manual M16790.1 (series)), Auxiliarists are authorized 
to wear Coast Guard uniforms with the appropriate Auxiliary insignia, with the 
exception of full dress (swords, large medals, and white gloves) and dress (large 
medals and white gloves). Such uniform wear is as prescribed in the Coast 
Guard Uniform Regulations (Commandant Instruction Manual 1020.6 (series)), 
except as noted in chapter 10 of the Auxiliary Manual. 

2. Chapter 10 of the Auxiliary Manual prescribes the wearing of the Auxiliary 
uniform by active or retired Auxiliarists for formal and ceremonial occasions as 
well as prohibited occasions for uniform wear. Respective guidelines are 
amended as follows: 

10.A.8. Formal and Ceremonial Occasions 

Wearing an appropriate Auxiliary uniform by active or retired Auxiliarists for 
formal and ceremonial occasions is authorized as follows: 

     a. At civilian, military, and Auxiliary ceremonies and events that are clearly 
military service-centric in nature (e.g., military changes of command; Auxiliary 
changes of watch; military and Auxiliary retirements; Coast Guard Foundation 
dinners; local community banquets in honor of military services; patriotic parades 
on national holidays; funerals of military veterans and Auxiliarists) and which 
require a uniform. Auxiliarists who do not own Dinner Dress Blue Jacket or 
Dinner Dress White Jacket may wear Service Dress Blue to such ceremonies 
and events for which such formal wear is prescribed. 

     b. Service Dress Blue or Service Dress White may be worn for occasions in 
which it is prescribed for military personnel. However, Service Dress White is 
also only authorized for wear by District Commodores, members of the National 
Executive Committee (NEXCOM), and Auxiliarists who are currently certified 
participants in the Auxiliary Clergy Support program when it is the prescribed 
uniform for the ceremony or event in which they have been invited to participate.  
 

     c. Social or other functions when the invitation has been clearly influenced by 
military service (e.g., an Auxiliarist who has been invited to be part of the bridal 
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party for a military bride and/or groom may wear Service Dress White only if it is 
the prescribed uniform and the Auxiliarist is authorized to wear that uniform as 
authorized above). 

Coast Guard Uniform Regulations, (COMDTINST M1020.6 (series)), authorize 
retired Coast Guard personnel to wear the dress uniform that was prescribed at 
the time of their retirement, or any dress uniform that is currently authorized for 
active duty personnel, to certain formal and ceremonial events. The same holds 
true for Auxiliarists in retired status. 

Due to the nature of certain formal Auxiliary events like changes of watch, 
conferences, and banquets, such events are recognized as falling within the 
general scope of military ceremony. They are nonetheless Auxiliary events, and 
Auxiliarists who are invited to them are so invited because of their Auxiliary 
membership status, not due to a retired military status as may be held by prior 
active duty or Reserve personnel. Accordingly, Auxiliarists who are also retired 
military personnel are strongly encouraged and recommended to wear their 
Auxiliary dress uniform under such circumstances in lieu of any authorized 
military dress uniform. 

10.A.9. Prohibited Occasions 

The following prohibition is added to this section: 

     Except as authorized in section 10.A.8., Auxiliary uniforms may not be worn 
for any personal ceremony or event (e.g., an Auxiliarist may not wear an Auxiliary 
uniform for their own wedding, college graduation, vacation, etc.). 

3. The purpose of this list is to keep Auxiliarists as well as all other interested 
parties abreast of current developments, policies, manuals, etc. All information 
contained herein and linked is OFFICIAL policy and Information. 

 

4. Internet Release and Distribution is Authorized 

 


