Walter E. Whitacre, PhD

Walter E. Whitacre currently serves as an Area QE Coordinator.  In his 30-plus years in the Auxiliary he has served in the Second Southern and Eighth Eastern districts and on National Staff.  He has served as a Flotilla Commander, Division Commander, and District Captain.  He is a TCT Facilitator, a QE, and a PE/MT Instructor.  Walt served as a Mystery Event Judge at the 2010 DSAR at Scottsboro, AL and as a competitor in the 2012 DSAR at Branson, MO. 

Outside of the Auxiliary Dr. Whitacre has served as Director of Academics for the Huntsville campus of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (ERAU) and he is now serving as an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the World-Wide College of Business, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.  Prior to his 12 years with ERAU he served 39 years with NASA/MSFC at Huntsville, AL as an Aerospace Engineer on the Apollo and Space Shuttle programs.  In the missile arena, while with Lockheed-Martin, he served as a team member on rocket sled track testing at Edwards AFB and as a team leader on missile base heating testing in Lewis Research Center’s supersonic wind tunnel.  While at NASA, he accumulated over 30 years in propulsion, solar satellite design, large space structures conceptual work, industrial and systems safety.  He was Branch Chief of the Industrial Safety Office for 11 years and Deputy Director of the Environmental Engineering and Management Office for 7 years.  Prior to joining NASA Walt spent 5 years with Lockheed Missile and Space Company on the Poseidon and Polaris missile programs.

Walt holds a PhD in Business Administration (Northcentral University), a Master of Organization & Strategic Leadership (Neumann University), a Master of Systems Engineering (Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University), a Master of Aviation Science (Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University), a Master of Industrial Administration (Purdue University), and a Bachelor’s Degree in Aeronautical Engineering (Purdue University).   He teaches both undergraduate and graduate courses at Embry-Riddle.  His teaching provides opportunities to share his “Rocket Scientist,” safety management, systems engineering, and leadership experiences with tomorrow’s aerospace leaders.  He is a registered professional engineer and a certified safety professional.  He is also currently involved with the AAAA, ASSE, ASPE, NSPE, PMI, ALE and SSS organizations.

Outside of the working world, in addition to his work with the Auxiliary, Walt has also been active in the US Sail & Power Squadrons for over 25 years teaching boating safety; and has given 50-plus years adult service in the Boy Scouts of America leading youth to sea scouting rendezvous, national boy scout jamborees, and teaching outdoor skills, leadership, and citizenship.  In the USPS he is currently serving as Commander for the Huntsville Squadron.  In BSA Walt, a 50-year Scoutmaster, has been recognized with the UMC God & Service Recognition, and the BSA Silver Beaver (Council) and the BSA Silver Antelope (Region) awards.

Walt was born in Detroit, MI, raised in central Indiana, and has lived in Huntsville, AL since 1964.  He is married and he and his wife, Donna, have three grown children – Donn, an architect; Kirk, a computer programmer; and Chris, a systems engineer.  Chris is also a member of the Auxiliary and very active in both PE and Operations.


