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I was a slow learner. At the age of 38 I went back to college to get a degree. It only took me 23 years to get my college degree.  When I turned 40 I began a new career.  After getting my degree, I began to teach school.  I taught in Oklahoma for 8 years before I began traipsing around the world while teaching for the Department of Defense.  I was stationed in five different countries and did my best to visit both the country in which I was living but also all the surrounding countries.  Since I taught social studies, the traveling was a given.  So far I have visited or lived in 19% of the countries of the world.  That means that in the next 23 years I have to go to the other 81%.  I think I am going to be busy. 
While I was teaching in Oklahoma I began teaching students who desired to get their GED since they had not graduated from high school for some reason or another.  Most of them were older people who had dropped out of high school to help their families.  It was very rewarding to work with them in their desire to reach this goal.  I found that the older students in the class were more determined to succeed than some of the younger students.  Many of them knew how they were hampered by not having either a high school diploma or a GED certificate.
I also taught business classes in the evening for the community.  I found that I enjoyed teaching the adult students.  It required a different type of teaching skill.  Since the students in the high school had lived a short life when compared with the adult learners they did not bring a lot of work experiences to the class.  They did not have the life experiences that the adult learner had that would make a difference in the way they looked at some of the issues we discussed in class.    
While I was stationed in Korea and in the Netherlands, I taught adult classes for members of the military as well as their dependents.  It was interesting to teach the members of the military as they were using these classes to both improve their knowledge of the subjects I was teaching but also to use these classes as a stepping stone to moving up in rank. 
While I was still teaching in Germany I became a member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Since I was living in Germany, my interaction with the home flotilla was limited to what I could do during the summers when I was home on leave.  I have learned how to play with Coastie, I became a VE and RBSPV, Publications Officer and a recent graduate of the Coast Guard IDC School. I have attended local and national meetings and even drove a truck in a parade in Tulsa, OK. I find the missions rewarding and fulfilling as I look forward to getting back to my main mission in life, teaching as part of the Leadership Training Cadre.
