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Woodrow Johnson joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary in 2012.  He currently serves as a 

district captain in the Fifth Southern District. His primary interests lie in public education, 

member training, and the Coast Guard cutter fleet. 

 

He earned bachelor’s degrees (BA) in both mathematics and philosophy with a minor in 

Japanese from Utah State University. He earned a master’s degree (MS) in 

mathematics from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. From Columbia University 

in New York City, he earned both a master’s degree (MPhil) and a doctoral degree 

(PhD) in finance. 

 

Dr. Johnson is the senior advisor to the chief economist at the US Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC), which is the primary regulator of the nation's stock and 

bond markets. He provides expert financial economic expertise in each of the SEC's 

three core functions: rulemaking, inspections and compliance, and enforcement. 

 

Prior to joining the SEC, Dr. Johnson was on the finance faculty at the University of 

Oregon (Eugene, Oregon) and the mathematics faculty at Truman State University 

(Kirksville, Missouri). 


