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PRESS RELEASE


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





WE CARE IN THE AIR





	U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, “we care”, aviation members provide a valuable link to the Team Coast Guard concept in the Air Operations Mission.  This small group of volunteer aviation pilots and qualified air observers provide vital support for a number of Coast Guard functions.  As an example, rather than a Jayhawk helicopter providing the air support to compliment a water search mission, for a near offshore recreational vessel, a volunteer auxiliary aviation member using his/her own aircraft is deployed.  This results in substantial costs savings to the Coast Guard by using the services of professional volunteers.





	However, Auxiliary volunteers cannot be used on all missions.  There are times when weather conditions or the mission profile is not well suited to auxiliary aviation crews.  During these types of events, regular duty Coast Guard personnel are dispatched.  Examples of missions where auxiliary volunteers are used include pollution patrols watching for oil spills; passenger flights transporting Coast Guard members within their districts; indoctrination flights for new personnel; twilight and or dawn coastline patrols searching for boaters in distress; and a variety of training programs, including drug interdiction missions.





	Reimbursement for the cost of fuel and oil while supporting the Coast Guard missions is provided to auxiliary members participating in this program.  Auxiliary members are also covered by federal insurance and liability protection in the performance of their official duties.





	The Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxiliary always need more people to help carry out the missions of the Coast Guard.  Students who are at least 17 years of age should take advantage of the many opportunities available under a number of different programs in the Auxiliary.  Take a few minutes and find out how these programs will benefit you.  Call _________________ for more information about this “we care” organisation.











Submitted by __________________________________ Phone __________________











