UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





COAST GUARD PROPOSES LOWER BLOOD ALCOHOL REGS





	Coast Guard Proposes More Stringent Federal Blood Alcohol Standard for Recreational Boaters.





	In the Federal Register for March 16, 2000, the Coast Guard proposes to lower, from .10 to .08, the Federal Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) standard under which a recreational vessel operator will be considered operating while intoxicated. The proposed federal blood alcohol concentration standard, while designed to conform to a similar state legislative trend, would not supersede or pre-empt any enacted state blood alcohol concentration standard.





	Thirty-four states still employ a .10 BAC standard, while nineteen use the .08 BAC standard. The proposal comes in response to a recommendation from the National Boating Safety Advisory Council (NBSAC). States having federal blood alcohol concentration standards for operators of USCG inspected vessels, or vessels subject to inspection under Chapter 33 of U.S. Code Title 46, will remain at .04 BAC.





  You can access the notice and proposed regulation via the following link: http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/ fedreg/a000316c.html
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