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LIQUOR’S QUICKER ON WATER








	The facts are clear –– they prove conclusively that it is extremely dangerous to drink alcoholic beverages, even small amounts, while operating or riding as a passenger on a boat.





	Alcohol, with its well-known ability to impair performance, creates an even more hazardous situation when added to the stress of the marine environment. This is because the marine environment –– the fluid base, motion, vibration, engine noise and elements of sun, wind and spray –– accelerates impairment.





     The operator’s coordination, judgment and reaction time are reduced by fatigue caused by these stressors. Tests have proven that only one-third of the amount of alcohol that makes a person legally impaired on the road is enough to make a person equally impaired on the water. No alcohol aboard is the safe way to go –– remember, intoxicated passengers can fall overboard too.





     It is unlawful in every state to operate a boat while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. There is also a federal law that applies to all boats, including foreign vessels, in U.S. waters and U.S. vessels on the high seas.





     Enjoy your outing more by having the party ashore after you dock –– in the picnic area, in the yacht club or in your backyard.





	For further information call: The U. S. Coast Guard Info line at 1-800-368-5647.














	Editors Note: This article is edited, in part, from the U. S. Coast Guard’s "Consumer Fact Sheets", is not copyrighted, and may be reproduced without permission.











	If you MUST go boating alone: A properly fitted PFD keeps you afloat, but a Safety Line gets you back to the boat.











Submitted by ___________________________________________ Phone ______________


