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Propeller and Boat Strike Accidents








	Every year you hear about a boater that was critically hurt or killed in a boating mishap. You may be thinking how could that have happened? Well, many factors both mechanical and human play in this equation. Let’s see the human side of it.





	In almost all cases, the victim was in the water, swimming, scuba diving, or had fallen in. Passengers moving about a boat, or who are improperly seated on the bow, gunwale, or stern have fallen from the boat when the operator is performing maneuvers dangerously fast for the prevailing conditions. Victims are ejected from boats not only by collisions with another boat, but also by hits with submerged or fixed objects, and by sudden acceleration or deceleration. 





	Major contributors in boat and propeller strikes are operator inexperience, incompetence, negligence, and intoxication. The Coast Guard, State and Federal marine law enforcement officers may impose a civil penalty for negligent operation. Violations involving boating while intoxicated could result in criminal penalties.





	There are many examples of unsafe actions commonly observed on our local waters. Some years back, a grandfather was taking his 8-year-old granddaughter for a fun boat ride. The last time he saw her alive she was standing at the stern of his boat. I’ve seen what large wakes can do to small boats, especially between markers or anywhere the channel is narrow.  At a waterfront restaurant I talked with a lady that disembarked from a boat with her arm in a sling. I asked her what had happened. She told me that she was slammed to the deck when an “enormous” wake rammed their 23-foot boat. I’ve often seen children and young adults riding on the bow and waving at passing boats. Even if they were wearing life jackets, what prevents them from a fatal injury if they fall overboard and are struck by the boat and propeller?





	Do you caution your passengers when you are slowing down or accelerating or when you are about to be hit by a large wake? Do you ask that, while underway, all aboard should be properly seated? Do you have your engine off and the boat fast secured to the dock while all the passengers are boarding or disembarking? A boating friend of mine had an embarrassingly wet experience, plus a nasty bump on the head, when the boat moved away from the dock as he was stepping on it.


 


	When someone falls overboard, 1) immediately turn the boat to starboard/port so as to move the propeller away from that person. 2) Have someone throw a cushion/life jacket near the person. 3) Slow down. 4) Circle around, keeping the individual in sight. 5) Turn the engine off at least a boat length away and 6) be ready for recovery.





	To learn more about boating attend a course offered by the Coast Guard Auxiliary. For more information on the course call _______________.
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