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Landmark Boating Survey Finds Canoes and Kayaks Much Riskier Than Motor Boats








	An analysis of the first U.S. Coast Guard survey of recreational boaters in 10 years found that canoeists and kayakers have the highest fatality rate. In fact, the fatality rate of 42 deaths per million hours on canoes and kayaks is almost twice that of those on personal watercraft (24 per million hours) and almost four times higher than open motorboats (14 per million hours).





	The survey found that boaters spent 7.7 billion hours boating in 1998. Nearly half of those - 3.7 billion hours - were spent in open motorboats. On average, boaters spent 20 days per year on the water; the average trip was four hours. In 1998, there were 12.5 million registered boats in the U.S. and several million more that were not registered.





	The survey analysis found an inverse relationship between boating experience and boating fatality rates: people with the least experience had a higher fatality rate. Boaters with less than 100 hours of operating experience had a fatality rate of 64 per million hours, three times higher than the rate of 22 hours per million for boaters with 100-500 hours of operating experience. Boaters with more than 500 hours of operating experience had a barely measurable fatality rate of .0018 per million hours."





	Comparing fatalities with the hours of boat usage adds an entire new dimension to boating accident statistics that's been missing until now," said Elaine Dickinson, managing editor of BOAT/U.S. Magazine. “A more accurate picture will help make boating safety efforts much more effective."





	Almost two-thirds of the boaters surveyed (66 percent) had never taken a boating class, while 19 percent reported taking a class more than 10 years ago. Just two percent had taken a boating safety class in the last year.





	The survey asked boaters what equipment they use on board; 38 percent said they carried a cell phone on board, while just 19 percent said they carried a VHF radio on board. Only 28 percent carry navigational charts on board and just 8 percent said they used them all or most of the time. In comparison, 50 percent report having a depth finder on their boats and 38 percent say they use it all or  most of the time.





	As for safety equipment, 91 percent of the boaters have life jackets on board, and 74 percent say they use them all or most of the time. 77 percent say they carry anchors and line; 68 percent carry fire extinguishers; 61 percent carry a first aid kit; and 35 percent carry flares.





	Almost all boaters - 96 percent - support laws penalizing drunk boaters, and 93 percent support enforcing reckless boating laws. Similarly, 89 percent believe children under 12 should be required to wear life jackets, but only 33 percent think life jackets should be mandatory for adults, too. 11 percent reported falling overboard, and more than two-thirds say they had life jackets on when they fell in. Personal watercraft riders, canoeists and kayakers are the most likely to have fallen overboard.





	The National Recreational Boating Survey was commissioned by the U.S. Coast Guard and conducted by JSI Research and Training Institute in 1998. It queried boat owners, operators and renters in 46 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands about their boating experiences in 1998. To get the number of fatalities per million hours of boating, the results were compared to the 1998 U.S. Coast Guard boating fatality statistics. Out of a total sampling of 36,000, the survey received an 80 percent response rate, considered "very high" statistically.
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