BOATING ACCIDENT REPORTS





	Coast Guard regulations require that the operator of a boat, numbered or used for recreational purposes, that is involved in an accident, to file a report if the accident results in any of the following:


	• Loss of life.


	• Person disappears from a vessel under circumstances that indicate death or injury.


	• Personal injury that requires medical treatment beyond first aid.


	• Loss of the vessel.


	Damage to the vessel or other property in the amount set as a threshold by the state in which the accident occurred. In most states the threshold is set in the area of $100 to $200. The Federal threshold is $500.


(Addendum/reminder)


	The Coast Guard is proposing a more stringent federal blood alcohol standard for recreational boaters. In the Federal Register for March 16, 2000, the Coast Guard proposed to lower, from .10 to .08, the Federal Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) standard under which a recreational vessel operator will be considered "operating while intoxicated". The proposed Federal BAC, while designed to comport with a similar state legislative trend, would not supersede or pre-empt any enacted state BAC standard.


	You can access the notice and proposed regulation via the following link:


	http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a00031c.html


	For further information call: The U. S. Coast Guard Infoline at 1-800-368-5647. 


	If you go boating alone; a properly fitted PFD keeps you afloat, but a Safety Line gets you back to the boat.





Submitted by __________________________________________ Phone _________________


