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NEWS RELEASE





BOATING CAN BE SHOCKING








	Lightning isn’t the only source of lethal doses of electricity for boaters. Many more boaters are killed due to power lines than lightning.  Among the most tragic and preventable boating accidents are those in which a boat strikes a power line. But a boat doesn’t necessarily have to touch a power line to send a current of electricity through it. Certain conditions (such as high humidity and close proximity) will cause an arcing to take place through the surrounding air and possibly into the boat.





	Power lines at launch ramps are especially hazardous to boaters as a recent tragedy illustrates. Attempting to launch their catamaran from a lakeside ramp a father and son pushed the boat trailer by hand down the street from their cottage to the ramp incline. They failed to see overhanging power lines. The boat hadn’t yet reached the water, but both were electrocuted when the boat’s mast touched one of the high voltage wires.





	Look up! Even if you are familiar with a particular ramp, you can never be sure that a new power line hasn’t been erected between the parking lot and the ramp since your last launching. Make certain that you will not be raising the mast or antenna too near a power line. Exercise particular caution at older boat ramps, since there is a greater likelihood of finding exposed Power lines strung near waterways.





	Some places there are high-tension transmission lines that cross the channel and are dangerous. You may be relatively safe in channels, but off channel, if the tip of the mast should come close to one of these lines, the electrical current may be strong enough to bridge the gap and flow to your boat.





	The fact that you have gone under the lines previously does not guarantee that they are safe. The water level may rise due to tide, flooding, or controlled water releases - or the lines may expand and sagged,





	Boats have also been known to strike Power lines simply because their operators didn’t have up-to-date charts or didn’t know how far it was from the boat’s waterline to the masthead. Usually, Power lines that span bodies of water have the minimum clearance between their lowest point and the highest waterline mark indicated on charts or signs as you near them.





	Be observant for downed or sagging lines following storms or high winds.


 


	Should your boat come in contact with a power line, DO NOT jump into the water. The electrical charge will pass through your boat and be grounded in the surrounding water. Stay low in the boat and do not touch any metal.





	Never approach a victim of an electrical injury until you are sure the power is off, or the power source has been removed from the injury site. Alert the Coast Guard or Emergency Medical Services (EMS) immediately.





SAFE BOATING IS NO ACCIDENT!





For information on boating programs call________________
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