U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILIARY NOTES





SWAMPING: LEAD CAUSE OF BOAT SINKINGS (headline)








	Thirty percent of all boat sinkings take place on open water according to a recent study by BOAT/US Marine Insurance.








	- 18% are caused by hull leaks, including stuffing box leaks, bait well discharge and knot-meter plugs.





	- 12% were caused by raw water-cooling systems and exhaust systems.





	- Another 12% were accounted for by missing DRAIN PLUGS!





	- 10% of boat groundings were due to navigational errors.


 


	- 6% of boats sank because their hulls split open when they slammed into waves or another boat’s wake.








	The study also reported that for every boat that sinks under way, four sink at the dock. Transom height, the height of the boat at the stern, is the single most reported reason boats are flooded in open water. The overwhelming majority of boats that were swamped were powered by outboards with engine cutouts in the transom only inches above the water. Persons operating such low stern transoms should take extra precautions to make sure load weights are properly distributed and drain scuppers are kept clear.





	For more information as to "Why Boats Sink" and how to prevent it can access the BoatUS web line at www.BoatUS.com or by calling 1-800-274-4877.








* * * * * 





	If you go boating alone: A properly fitted PFD keeps you afloat, and a Safety Line gets you back to the boat.
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