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NIGHTTIME BOATING ACCIDENT STUDY








	Boating accident and death statistics show that the majority of boating accidents involve boats under 26 feet in length, personal watercraft, canoes and kayaks.  In a study funded by Continental Insurance, Hull & Cargo Surveyors, Inc. and Boat America Corporation, with support from the Coast Guard and Boat/US, three major factors emerged that contributed to death and property damage.  During the hours of 6:30 p.m. to 6:30 am:  alcohol, speed and reduced visibility, in that order, were the culprits responsible for the majority of boating accidents.





	Over a ten-year period, night boating fatalities accounted for 25% of all fatalities.  When this is calculated as a function of ten percent of overall boating time, the risk of death from a night time boating accident increases to 1.66 times.





	The study also produced an amazing finding:  49% of the accident victims were not wearing a PFD and 49% never took a safe boating course.  Can these numbers be reduced?  Designation of a skipper who will not be drinking alcoholic beverages, wear your PFD and call the U.S.C.G. Auxiliary, “we care”, at _____________________ to reserve your place in the next boating safety class.








Submitted by __________________________________Phone _________________


