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Division 7 frequently holds member training opportunities. Keep
yourself ready for educating the public, boat crew, the boating

season and much more. Take a refresher course! (For information
about Auxiliary training opportunities, contact your FSO-MT. More training news on

page 7.)

.

PORTLAND, Oregon—Hall Guttormsen, Flotilla Commander for Flotilla 78, leads a discus-
sion group at a Division 7 operations workshop on April 13, 2013. Photo by Auxiliarist

Daren Lewis.



Waterways 78

7R
From the Commander &

March was another active month for the United States Coast
Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. When the Continuing Reso-
lution passed, Auxiliary members experienced a practical applica-
tion of the alert system. We continue to function as a Flotilla, but
our missions may be affected. For instance, we must keep our

crew members qualified with a minimum 12 hours per year. Given

resource constraints, we must optimize patrol opportunities and
combine mission goals. ATON verification, training and marine
event coverage may be rolled into one patrol. The Rose Festival is on the horizon and we are con-

cerned that a reduced budget may negatively affect this premier tradition.

Distributing “Make Way” flyers, manning the ramps for vessel examinations, program visits, and
public education continue to be vital. Safe boaters take stress off Coast Guard and Marine Safety Unit
responders. Thanks to our members who participate in these activities, you do make a difference. Re-
member, it is critical that you record and submit all of your volunteer hours. Your hours combine to sup-
port the Gold Side.

Congratulations to every Flotilla 78 member who works to support our public education program.
Thanks to those who promote the program through literature, advertising, word of mouth and public con-
tact. Our monthly classes continue to fill. We now collaborate with the United States Power Squadron
and Clark County Marine Patrol. Several local courts have sent violators to us, who have been required
to attend a boating course that isn’t taught online. Last month, 34 boaters passed the ABS course; 32
from Washington and 2 from Oregon. Also, several Flotilla members worked with Division 5 and Gay

Sipes, ADSO PE, worked with Division 6 to support public education and instructor development.

On a different note, members of Flotilla 78 attended the Celebration of Eric A. Stokes Sr.’s life,
Saturday 6 April in Battleground, WA. Eric served in the USCG as an Electronics Specialist in commu-
nications. He held Instructor and Program Visitor qualifications and often participated in Flotilla 78 Pub-
lic Affairs events. Eric’s expertise in sailing made him a key member of the instructor team. Eric was

a friend who will be missed by all.

Respectfully Submitted,
Hall Guttormsen
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BE B Awards and Recognition

Operations Service Award with 'M' Device

Joel Hernandez
Commodore’s Letter of Appreciation
Elizabeth W. Allen
Barry Owens

Coast Guard Auxiliary Sustained Service Award-1st with Ribbon

Joel Hernandez
Todd Miller

Coast Guard Auxiliary Sustained Service Award-8th with Bronze Star

Gay Sipes

Coast Guard Auxiliary Sustained Service Award-10th with Bronze Hourglass

Jo McCollum

Auxiliary Membership Service Award-10 Years

Frank J. Graber

Recreational Boating Safety Award

Warren Cook

Visit us on the web !
www.flotilla78.org


http://www.flotilla78.org/
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Steel Bridge Special Notice - Willamette River, Oreqon

The United States Coast Guard has
issued a temporary deviation from
the operating schedule from 1900 on
01 Jun 13 through 1300 on 08 Jun
. — ;* 13, that governs the Steel Bridge

%
™

A — : across the Willamette River, RM
wa T T o INORRRER 3ER . , 12.1, at Portland, Oregon. The de-
e e - ' viation allows the Steel Bridge upper

deck to remain in the closed posi-
tion, and not open for maritime traffic
from 1900 until 2330 on 01 Jun 13,
and then from 0700 until 1300 on 08

— Jun 13. The upper deck of the Steel
WILLAMETTE RIVER, Oregon—The Steel Bridge, a double deck lift bridge Brid il . | q |
in Portland, Oregon, will deviate from its regular schedule on June 13, 2013. rdge will remain close o vesse
Photo by Auxiliarist Joann McCollum, Flotilla 78. traffic to facilitate safe efficient

movement of light rail and roadway traf-

53

fic associated with the Starlight Parade and Rose Parade.

The Steel Bridge is a double-deck lift bridge with a lower lift deck, and an upper lift deck which oper-
ate independent of each other. When both decks are in the down position the bridge provides 26
feet of vertical clearance above Columbia River Datum 0.0. When the lower deck is in the up posi-
tion the bridge provides 71 feet of vertical clearance above Columbia River Datum 0.0. This devia-
tion does not affect the operating schedule of the lower deck which opens on signal. Vessels which
do not require an opening of the upper deck of the bridge may continue to transit beneath the bridge
and, if needed, may obtain an opening of the lower deck of the bridge for passage during this clo-
sure period of the upper deck.

The bridge shall operate in accordance to 33 CFR § 117.897 at all other times. Mariners will be noti-
fied and kept informed of the bridges’ operational status via the USCG Local Notice to Mariners pub-
lication and Broadcast Notice to Mariners as appropriate. The bridge will be required to open, if
needed, for vessels engaged in emergency response operations during this closure period.
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Burnside Bridge Special Notice - Willamette River, Oregon

The United States Coast Guard has issued a temporary deviation from the normal operating
schedule from 0700 until 1400 on 08 Jun 13 for the Burnside Bridge at Portland, Oregon, on
the Willamette River, RM 12.4. The Burnside Bridge provides a vertical clearance of 64 feet in
the closed position; all clearances are referenced to the vertical clearance above Columbia
River Datum 0.0. The deviation allows the Burnside Bridge to remain in the closed position and
not open for maritime traffic from 0700 until 1400 on 08 Jun 13. The bridge shall operate in ac-
cordance to 33 CFR § 117.897 at all other times. The bridge will be required to open, if needed,
for vessels engaged in emergency response operations during this closure period.

WILLAMETTE RIVER, Oregon—the Burnside Bridge in Portland, Oregon, in closed position. Photo by Auxiliarist Joann
McCollum, Flotilla 78.
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FOR IT T0 WORK RIGHT 9%?

WEARIT!
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FATES COAST

VI TARY

VANCOUVER, Washington—Auxiliarist Todd Miller, FSO-MS presents a Paddlecratft training to Flotilla 78 members during the
March meeting. Photo by Auxiliarists Joann McCollum, Flotilla 78.

Workshops and Trainings
Keep Auxiliary Members

Semper Paratus
By Dana Bergdahl, FSO-PB, Flotilla 78

Membership meetings, Division trainings and online training provide Auxiliary members with op-
portunities to refresh skills and learn new ones. Each month, Flotilla 78, provides information
and training sessions to its members.

In March, Todd Miller, Flotilla Staff Officer for Marine Safety, gave a presentation to members
about Vessel Examinations relating to Paddlecraft operators. Miller outlined the specific needs
of paddlers such as those using kayaks, rowboats, canoes, paddle boards and more.

With free trainings and fellowship at member meetings, Auxiliarists gain a great deal of knowl-
edge that can assist them with future Auxiliary activities. Auxiliarists with specialized training in
specific areas can share their knowledge and skill sets with other members. If you have special-
ized training in one of the many Coast Guard Auxiliary qualifications and would like to present a
training, contact your Flotilla staff officer in charge of member training to set up a presentation.
This is a wonderful opportunity to share useful information and provide additional support to our
Flotilla meetings.
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9 Around the District

Alumimum

By Dana Bergdahl, FSO-PB, Flotilla 78

rom @ apt.};_Dlsappomtment shows
ﬁ;cal strugfural®welded joints. Photo by
Dana Ber_g hI, FSO-PB.

Most everyone has seen aluminum recreational boats at some point while on an Auxiliary patrol,
while out fishing or just having a good time cruising on the water. At the same time, there are a
number of Auxiliarists who own and operate aluminum boats. While most boat owners are re-
sponsible and do their best to maintain the integrity and safety of their watercraft, at the same
time, there are potential problems that can arise, other than engine trouble. The problems that |
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am referring to, for instance, include chemical corrosion, metal fatigue, external hull cracks, weld
cracks and electrolysis. To the layperson these may seem like foreign or unfamiliar terms, but for the
person involved in boat or ship repair these issues are common and significant, potentially resulting in
catastrophic damage. Most, if not all, of these issues can be avoided and mitigated through comprehen-
sive inspection of aluminum boats.

So what do these things mean and how do they occur? First, chemical corrosion of aluminum can hap-
pen by simply spilling a carbonated beverage, such as a soda, in the boat and not cleaning it up. It is not
enough to just wipe it up. Soap and water must be used in order to stop the chemical reaction that will
cause the aluminum to corrode. The ammonium compounds found in soft drinks, that also contribute to
tooth erosion can also initiate corrosive action in aluminum. Besides soft drinks, hard alkaline water
found in several parts of the western United States can also cause aluminum to corrode.

Much like steel, aluminum also undergoes an oxidation process similar to rust. With aluminum, however,
it is known as electrolysis. Electrolysis occurs when dissimilar metals are in contact in the presence of
an electrolyte. In the case of boats, that would be water. The dissimilar metals begin a galvanic action
that results in the breakdown of the two metals. In order to prevent electrolysis from occurring an ideal
method is to affix zinc blocks to the hull.

Most structural damage that will occur to an aluminum boat is the result of dock and/or boat collisions,
hitting hidden water hazards, and excessive turbulence in water. These incidents can result in compro-
mised structural damage, fatiguing of the aluminum, and weld or structure cracks. Aluminum boats are
constructed in a manner similar to steel ships. There is the external hull, but internally there are frames,
longitudinal and transverse stiffeners, etc. Damage to these members can go unnoticed until disaster
strikes.

Fatiguing and cracks are often the result of excessive stress on the structural member and its connect-
ing weld. Fatiguing is a concept most are familiar with in a general manner. It is similar to bending a pa-
perclip back and forth until it brakes. What you have done is fatigued the metal until it reached the
breaking point. Repetitive action on any one structural member in a boat can cause it to fatigue, espe-
cially in the weld zone. It is generally at the connection lines where fatiguing will originate and cracks be
found.

Each year it is important for boaters to undergo their annual vessel examination. Likewise, it is also rec-
ommended that owners of aluminum boats additionally have the structure of their boat examined for any
possible damage that may have gone unnoticed. With annual vessel examinations and additional
structural safety checks of your boat, you can have a safe and fun boating season.

Resources:

Metallurgy, 4th Ed., B.J. Moniz, 2007

United States Coast Guard, T-Boat Inspection Book, October 2007
46 CFR 176.610—802

Aluminum Design and Fabrication Guide, SSC452, 2007
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Auxiliary Aviators “get wet” at
USCG Academy .. s e wison oseoror

NEW LONDON, Connecticut — Auxiliarist Annettte Leder of Tarry-
town, NY provides emergency swim test instruction to an AUXAIR
aviator during the annual swim test training at the USCG Acad-
emy. (USCG Auxiliary photo)

Auxiliary Aviation (AUXAIR)
is a USCG Auxiliary opera-
tional program. AUXAIR avia-
tors have varied aviation
backgrounds and many have
prior military experience.
AUXAIR aviators volunteer
their aircraft for use as facili-
ties, just as surface operators
volunteer their boats.

All  Auxiliary aircraft meet
strict U.S. Coast Guard and
Federal

Aviation Administration re-
quirements. These aircraft

are inspected annually per the USCG Commandant’s instruction.

AUXAIR participates in many USCG missions including:

e Search and Rescue

e Ports

e Waterways and Coastal Security
e Marine Safety

e Pollution Response

e Aids to Navigation

e Ice Reconnaissance
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It also conducts Logistic Transport Missions. AUXAIR is an integral part of the
Coast Guard search and rescue team and its homeland security forces.

Auxiliarists involved in AUXAIR take Auxiliary aviation training, completing the sylla-
bus for their level of qualification. After having their knowledge and skills approved
by an Auxiliary Flight Examiner, they may be certified by the District Director of
Auxiliary (DIRAUX) as Pilots, Observers or Air Crew in the AUXAIR Program.

There are three qualification levels for pilots, similar to active duty Coast Guard:

¢ Aircraft Commander,
e First Pilot, and
e Co-Pilot.

Minimum requirements for the different levels of pilots are measured by Pilot in
Command time and are:

e 1000 hours with an Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) rating for Aircraft Commander,
e 500 hours for First Pilot, and

e 200 hours for Co-Pilots.

These levels of pilot qualification are also linked to the types of missions they are
authorized to fly. All pilots must pass recurrent flight checks and undergo annual
safety training.

AUXAIR does not offer flight training for pilots. Rather, it builds on what certificated
pilots already have learned. Pilot applicants learn about search and rescue (SAR)
techniques and patterns, Coast Guard communications, and Coast Guard flight
safety rules and procedures.

Pilot candidates must successfully pass a written open book test, take water sur-
vival training and pass a check flight. Auxiliary aviators are held to high standards
of training and safety. Auxiliary pilots are Pilots-in-Command of each mission
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HERE'S THE
AUXLAMB YOU SAID

I NEEDED. Now
I DO WNTH m‘&” s

Looking for uniform procure-
ment or new member informa-
tion? The Human Resources
Directorate can help. Visit
http://h-dept.wow.uscgaux.info/
content.php?unit=H-DEPT

for new member and uniform
information.


http://h-dept.wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=H-DEPT
http://h-dept.wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=H-DEPT
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Activities and Events Calendar

May 1 Fellowship Breakfast 0800
(Vancouver Plaza I-Hop)

May 2 Flotilla Staff Meeting 1830
(Peachtree Restaurant, Hazel Dell)

May 16 Flotilla 78 Member Meeting 1930
(WA Fish & Wildlife Bldg., Vancouver)

May 18 Fellowship Breakfast 0800
(Hometown Buffet, Vancouver, WA)

May 20 Life Jacket Message for Ramps 1000
(Port of Camas/Washougal)

May 25 About Boating Safely Class 0830
(4700 NE 8th St, Bldg. B-1, Vancouver)

June 5 Fellowship Breakfast 0800
(Vancouver Plaza I-Hop)

A lot of people ask me if I were shipwrecked
and could only have one book, what would it be?

I always say “How to Build a Boat.”
- Stephen Wright
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Confidentiality Notice of the
Privacy Act

The disclosure of the personal
information contained in this
publication is subject to the
provisions contained in the
Privacy Act of 1974.The subject
Act with certain exceptions
prohibits the disclosure, distribu-
tion, dissemination, or copying
of any material containing the
home address, home telephone
numbers, spouses’ names, and
social security numbers, except
for official business. Violation
may result in disciplinary action
by the Coast Guard and/or
civilian criminal sanction.

2013 OFFICERS

Hall C. Guttormsen Todd Miller

Joel Hernandez Charles Gehle
George Sipes Barry Owens
Warren Cook Donald G. Lewallen
Dana M. Bergdahl John Mackey
Tammy Longpre Dana M. Bergdahl
Gay Sipes Karl Johnston

Bob Wilkinson Warren Cook
Barry Owens Barry Owens
Donald G. Lewallen Rodger Plymate

Float Plans:

Why should you take the time to prepare a float plan? The
answer is simple... there are just too many facts that need to
be accurately remembered and ultimately conveyed in an
emergency situation. Without a float plan you are counting
on someone else, a friend, neighbor, or family member to re-
member detailed information that rescue personnel need in
order to find you. Information that can make a difference in
the outcome.

Visit floatplancentral.org and get one today!

Waterways 78 — A Coast Guard Auxiliary District 13, Division 7, Flotilla 78 Publication is authorized
IAW COMDTINST 1800.5D & COMDTINST M5728.2C. Published twelve times yearly and circulated
to Auxiliary members of Flotilla 78 via mail, electronically and on the Flotilla 78 web site at
www.flotilla78.org. Waterways 78 contains news of general interest, suggestions, and information for
Coast Guard Auxiliary members. The views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the
Department of Homeland Security or the U. S. Coast Guard. Material is informational only and not
authority for action. Internet release is authorized.

Editor — Dana M. Bergdahl
Department of Homeland Security
Coast Guard Auxiliary FSO-PB #78
503-828-8222
Photos and articles by the editor unless otherwise noted.
Publishing Deadline: 15th of each month



http://www.floatplancentral.org/

