CITATION

TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE

COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

MEDAL OF OPERATIONAL MERIT

TO

DAVIE E. JONES
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY

“For outstanding operational performance and skill on duty while serving as Coxswain on board the Coast Guard Auxiliary facility Sea Dancer on June 23, 2013.  While underway on a training mission for United States Coast Guard Station Tampa, Mr. JONES and his crewmates displayed the highest degree of proficiency while rescuing and recovering three persons from a pontoon boat that had overturned outside of the channel, just west of Intercoastal Waterway Marker 99. The crew of Sea Dancer, accompanied by a Good Samaritan, were the first responders to the accident.  Upon arrival on scene, Mr. JONES directed his crew to pass a rescue line to the Good Samaritan, who secured it to an elderly  person in the water.  That survivor, who could not swim, was then pulled to the safety of Sea Dancer. Mr. JONES expertly maneuvered his vessel into shallow water and closer to the overturned pontoon boat to effectively accomplish the recovery. Two other accident victims were able to swim to a Response Boat that arrived from Station Tampa. Mr. JONES then went beyond the call of duty by giving the three rescued individuals a ride to the marina where their vehicles were located. The exceptional competence and skillful seamanship displayed by Mr. JONES and the crew of Sea Dancer helped save the lives of three individuals that day. Mr. JONES’s diligence, performance and devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.”
