
    The           

  Even Keel 
Formerly known as “Niner-One”

The momentum continues. 
Flotilla 12-91 is well on its way 
to meeting its goals for 2015. 
At the beginning of the year 
we set out to end 2015 with at 
least 60 members and have 
65% of the members 
participating in the flotilla’s 
activities. The flotilla is now at 
that magic number of 60 
members and the participation 
rate is continuing to improve. 
Every month we see more 
members at the flotilla 
meetings and a broader 
participation in its activities. 
While we hit our membership 
number early in the year 
through transfers-in from other 
flotillas and a continued 
stream of new member 
candidates, we expect some 
losses through transfers-out 
and possible retirements. To 
offset the potential losses, we 
continue to recruit new 
members and have several 
prospects in the pipeline. Also, 
apparently the word is out that 
this is an exciting place for 
folks interested in both surface 

and air operations; transfer 
inquiries continue to roll in.  
If you haven’t been to one of 
the meetings lately or 
participated in a scheduled 
activity or event, join us at the 
monthly meeting and check 
out the buzz. It would great to 
see you and a chance for you 
to meet some of the new 
members. We still have a few 
leadership roles to fill and 
would welcome your help – 
Semper Paratus. 

 
Joint Operation of Flotilla 12-91 with 

USCG. 

It’s been an exciting spring in 
Public Affairs. Our booth at the 
San Ramon Art and Wind 
Festival over Memorial Day 
weekend was a big hit! The 
location worked out well and 
it’s safe to say that hundreds 
of people stopped by to check 

us out. We ended up with two 
full pages of signups for 
Vessel Exams, Boater Safety 
Classes, and membership 
inquiries. As usual Georgie 
and the diorama were a big hit 
with the kids. 

 
Georgie Scheuerman with a group of 
children at the Art and Wind Festival. 

 
Thanks to all those who 
volunteered their time and 
energy. Given the number of 
signups I think we all made a 
big difference. 

Members of Flotilla 12-91 at Art and Wind 
Festival in San Ramon. 
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On May 2nd, the flotilla taught 
About Boating Safely to a 
class of 12 students Bob 
Coackley, Stan Douglas, 
James Losi, Virginia Luchetti, 
and Greg Olsen taught the 
course. Viriginia's chapter on 
the rules of the road was 
particularly inventive. She 
used models and props 
interactively to teach and test 
the students. 
 

 
Can you identify this? Photo courtesy of 
the PATON patrol. 

 
On May 9, the flotilla taught 
GPS for Mariners with a 
supplement on Radar 
Navigation to a class of 6 
students. The flotilla taught 
Radar Navigation for the first 
time. Bob Coackley developed 
the slides, Greg Olsen 
delivered the instruction and 
conducted a navigation 
exercise using relative 
bearings to a stationary object 
obtained from a PPI and 
plotted on a maneuvering 
board.  One student 
commented: "I am no longer 
afraid to turn on my Radar." 
With the 18 students 
graduated in May, the total for 
the year graduated by the 
flotilla is 33. With 4 more PE 
courses remaining in the year, 
we are well within striking 
distance of meeting our goal of 

65 students graduated within 
the year.The next PE class on 
the schedule is About Boating 
Safely on July 18. 
With all the PE activity in the 
flotilla we are actively seeking 
more members willing to 
undertake the IT PQS and 
become instructors. Contact 
Greg Olsen, FSO-PE if you 
are interested. 
 

Private aids to navigation, or 
PATONS are the equivalent of 
highway signs on the water.  
PATONS are buoys or 
daymarks that help you know 
where you are.  Some 
PATONS warn you about 
restricted or dangerous areas.  
Buoys float and are kept in 
place by a fairly secure anchor 
and chain.  Daymarks are 
fixed in place, usually on a 
piling.  When we go on patrol 
to check PATONS, we make 
sure that the buoy or daymark 
is in the right place by plotting 
its GPS location.  We also 
make sure that it has not been 
damaged in any way.  We 
check to make sure the color 
has not faded and that any 
writing on the mark is legible.  
Checking PATONS is an 
important part of keeping our 
waterways safe. 
 

 
Example of a PATON. 

 
Flotilla 12-91 has made a 
commitment to obtain this year  
NACO Three Star Award for 
Excellence in Diversity. This 
award requires completion of 4 
actions items within 4 separate 
Goal categories. The Goal 
Categories are: 
 
Goal #1 – Create a Positive 
Environment. 
 
Goal #2 – Value all Members. 
 
Goal #3 – Promote Individual 
Success. 
 
Goal #4 – Carry out Diverse 
Outreach Activities in the 
community.  
 
Achieving these goals requires 
understanding what diversity 
means, how individual 
members can assist in 
reaching these goals and how 
it positively impacts the 
Auxiliary. 
Information booths at events, 
public training, public outreach 
events and fellowship activities 
are all part of promoting 
diversity.  
A Flotilla Barbeque is 
scheduled for August 01, 2015 
at Lauritzen Yacht Harbor in 
Oakley Ca. This will be a great 
fellowship and public outreach 
activity. Details will follow. 
 
 
 

 

FSO-PE Report 

By Greg Olsen  

What is a PATON? 

By Virginia Luchetti  

FSO-DV Report 

By Richard Martinez 
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Sometimes when doing vessel 
examinations or when I’m 
teaching boating classes, the 
question about Registration 
and Documentation comes up.  
Registration is the recording of 
title (and billing!) that the State 
manages. And of course, 
registered boats have to have 
the current year decal and the 
registration number on each 
side of the bow of the vessel.  
In California the registered 
number begins with the two 
letters of “CF” followed by the 
registered number and two 
added letters [Example: CF 
1234 AB].  These legends 
have to be 3inches high and 
be in ‘block’ capital letters, in a 
color that contrasts with the 
hull of the vessel. When 
attaching the CF legend and 
the annual decal to each side 
of the bow, note that the CF 
legend must be either painted 
on or permanently attached.  
And, on each side of the boat, 
the decal has to be mounted 3 
inches aft of the registration 
letters/number.  In California 
the DMV handles registration 
(http://dmv.ca.gov/boatsinfo/bo
atreg.htm#cf).  
 

 
Example of California Boat Registration 
numbering and Decal. 
Title to the vessel is only 
recorded for the State in which 
the vessel is being operated.  

When you want to buy a 
vessel and you wish to be sure 
there are no liens on the boat, 
then you really would have to 
check all other states yourself!  
This is where documentation 
comes in.  First note that you 
cannot register AND document 
your vessel!  You have to 
choose one.  Also 
documentation is handled by 
the US Coast Guard. 
Documentation is intended for 
vessels that might make visits 
to other countries so, they 
have a need to have an 
international record. 
Consequently documentation 
is generally only offered for 
larger vessels (over 30ft). 
Since the title is recorded by 
USCG it only takes one search 
to see if there are any liens!  
A somewhat amusing dilemma 
that comes up in the subject of 
documentation is: ..”what do 
you do if you have a small 
tender on a documented 
boat?”  Well, the answer is – 
While the tender is on board 
the mother ship, then you do 
not need to register or to 
document the tender. However 
if you dip the tender in the 
water, then the immediate 
requirement is that the tender 
has to be registered in the 
State where you did the dip! 
Most of us just register tenders 
in the State where the mother 
ship is domiciled.  
Owners of documented boats 
do not have CF numbers, they 
simply have to put the name of 
the vessel and the hailing port 
(its documented home port), 
on the transom in letters that 
are at least 4 inches high.  And 
the documentation number 
has to be branded on a fixture 

inside the hull so that it cannot 
be removed. 
Be safe on the water, please! 
 

On Memorial Day, Georgie 
and Rick Scheuerman started 
their day by going to help set 
up Diorama at the Flotilla PA 
Booth for the San Ramon Art 
and Wind Festival.  Once that 
was taken care of, they 
headed to Coast Guard Island 
where they got in last minute 
practice with fellow flotilla 
member Jim Losi and 2 other 
members of the D11NR 
District Honor Guard.  Once 
they completed their practice, 
the Honor Guard headed to 
the O.Co Coliseum where they 
presented the Colors for the 
National Anthem prior to the 
Game between the Oakland 
A’s and the Detroit Tigers. 
 

 
Honor Guard preparing to enter the field.  
L-R Jim Losi 12-91, Michael Mitchell, Rick 
Scheuerman (12-91), Georgie Scheuerman 
(12-91), Chester Bartalini. Photo, courtesy 
of Oakland A’s. 

 

 

Boat Registration and 

Documentation 

By Bob Coackley  

Honor Guard 

By Rick Scheuerman  

http://dmv.ca.gov/boatsinfo/boatreg.htm#cf
http://dmv.ca.gov/boatsinfo/boatreg.htm#cf
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Any opportunity to support and 
participate along with the Gold 
Side during their training 
exercises is a precious one. 
 

 
CGC TERN approaching USCG Auxiliary 
Facility Melody to begin towing evolution 
training exercise. 

 
The mission of the day’s 
patrol, as announced by our 
coxswain Bob Coackley, was 
to support the Tern in training 
four of their new crew 
members. As a result, we were 
to participate in four practice 
towing evolutions.  Weather 
conditions for the training 
exercise were generally good 
although there was a threat of 
rain. 
The crew aboard the Auxiliary 
facility Melody have been 
working together for many 
years now.  They have trained 
under the tutelage of coxswain 
Bob Coackley and are a highly 
functioning team.  They make 
most things look routine, but 
their situational awareness is 
such that when the routine 
becomes something otherwise 
than planned, they are well 
prepared to deal with any new 
situation. Our operation with 
the Tern was quite routine with 
Dick McSorley, Marty 
Crowningshield and Ron 
Ouimette all performing the 
necessary functions to 

facilitate the towing evolutions 
with the Tern. 

 
Melody CO Bob Coackley awaiting 
instructions from Tern crewmember. 

 
Upon transferring over to the 
Tern, I could immediately feel 
the spirit and energy of the 
crew. It was contagious! The 
very important things I 
observed were the style and 
spirit of the training that the 
four new Tern crew members 
were receiving. Remembering 
that our mission was to 
support the training of the 
Tern’s new crew members, 
their approach to training was 
both professional and 
comprehensive.  I was truly 
impressed with their approach 
and their results. All aspects of 
their crew’s training were 
precise and crisp with 
feedback provided on each of 
the towing evolutions. 
I listened attentively to the 
feedback given to the crew 
members.  

 
The crew of the USCGC Tern providing 
performance feedback that helps hone 
their skills 

 
It was comprehensive and 
constructive in nature, all with 
the goal of the crew members 
achieving proficiency. 
We did eventually get rained 
on despite the very calm 

waters.  However, it didn’t 
deter from the mission’s 
outcome nor our spirits. 
 

 
Commanding Officer of the Tern, LTjg 
Allyson Murray, providing commands to 
the crew of the Tern during one of the four 
towing evolution exercises. 

 
We had a great patrol and it is 
always an honor to be able to 
work alongside the Gold Side 
regardless of the mission. 
 

 

Training with the 

USCG Tern 

By Jim Losi 
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Upcoming Events 
Flotilla 12-91 meetings are held the second Thursday of every month at 7 PM in the San 
Ramon Fire District Offices in San Ramon 
Division 12 meetings are the fourth Thursday of every month at 1900 in the Pt. Welcome 
Room on Coast Guard Island 
District 11N meetings – See District Website 

 

 

2015 Elected and Appointed Officers 
Office 12-91 Div 12 District 11N

Commander Stan Douglas Greg Fonzeno COMO Rich Thomas

Vice Commander Bob Coackley Stuart Langs Wally Smith

IPC Rick Scheuerman Linda Haynes COMO Rod Collins

CM Peter Todebush Stuart Langs COMO Michael Williams

CS Rick Pisio Rick Pisio Irene Wetzel

DV Richard Martinez Robert Clark Tim Kahn

FN Jim Losi Joe Cannon Fran Fisher

IS Rick Pisio COMO Gail Ramsey Anita Farnholtz

MA Laurie Kerr Robert Issacoulian George Rogers

MS Valerie Van-Dalsen Sue Fry

MT Jim Losi Jim Losi Mary Kirkwood

NS Virginia Luchetti Virginia Luchetti Jim Duncan

OP Bob Coackley George Prows COMO Gail Ramsey

PA Kellie Fletcher Marty Crowningshield Jerry Edelen

PB Andrea Cuppoletti Rick Scheuerman Cecil Claspell

PE Gregory Olsen Stan Douglas Jim Losi

HR Virginia Luchetti Felita Clark Simone Adiar

PV Bruce Nicolai Bruce Nicolai Phil Grove

SR Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman

VE Ryan Renard Duanne Blackwell Michael J. Lauro

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR 
(Many Dates are tentative so pay 

attention for changes) 
June 
Thursday 11 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Thursday 25 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
Saturday 27 
VE/BBQ Orwood/Discovery Bay 
July 
Thursday 9 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Saturday 18 
0830 About Boating Safely (ABS) 
class 
Thursday 23 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
August 
Saturday 1 
Flotilla 12-91 Barbeque. Lauritzen 
Yacht Harbor, Oakley Ca. 
Saturday 8 
0830 About Boating Safely (ABS) 
class 
Thursday 13 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Saturday 22 – Sunday 23 
OPTREX Div 1; San Rafael, CA 
Thursday 27 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
Saturday 29 – Sunday 30 
OPTREX Div 11; Tahoe Keys 
September 
Thursday 10 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Saturday 12- Sunday 13 
PCA Fair - CGI 
Saturday 19 – Sunday 20 
OPTREX Div 6; Santa Cruz 
Saturday 26 
OPTREX Flotilla 55; Bodega Bay 
Thursday 24 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
Saturday 26 
0830 About Boating Safely (ABS) 
class 
 

 
 

How to contact us: 
 
e-mail: 
cuppoletti@gmail.com 
 
mail: 
PO Box 23 
Lafayette, CA 94549-0023 
 
web page: 
http://wow.uscgaux.info/113-12-91                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: 
Andrea Cuppoletti  
                            

Please take pictures at 
events and operations and 
send them with comments or 
with articles to Andrea 
(cuppoletti@gmail.com) so 
that can be published on our 
newsletter. 

 

            
 

 

mailto:cuppoletti@gmail.com
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=113-12-91
mailto:cuppoletti@gmail.com
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