
    The           

  Even Keel 
Formerly known as “Niner-One”

 
Another year has quickly come 
to an end. The year has been 
a year of accomplishments for 
the Flotilla and its individual 
members. This could not have 
been done without the 
combined effort of the 
dedicated members and staff, 
many of whom are new to the 
Auxiliary and the staff roles 
that they are fulfilling. 
Undaunted by the sometimes 
quirkiness of the Auxiliary, the 
members and staff continue to 
exceed the goals and 
expectations, contributing to 
the success of the Auxiliary 
and its mission. 
At this year’s Division 12 
Change of Watch (COW), your 
flotilla was awarded the annual 
perpetual trophies for the 
“Most Active Flotilla” and the 
“Most Improved Flotilla”. 
Congratulations to all that 
made this possible. Here is a 
summary of what you 
accomplished; can you beat 
this next year? 
 

 

 
Other highlights for the year 
include meeting and 
exceeding the Public 
Education (PE) goal set for the 
year with 68 students 
attending and successfully 
completing one of several 
classes offered throughout the 
year. Congratulations to the 
PE team led by Greg Olsen, 
our FSO-PE. Through Virginia 
Luchetti’s leadership, the 
flotilla and Division 12 
completed verification of 100% 
of the ATONS and bridges in 
their assigned area of 
responsibility. Kellie Fletcher 
along with Marty 
Crowningshield led the flotilla’s  
 

 

 
Public Affairs missions far 
surpassing the 2014 
contributions; they have great 
things planned again for the 
coming year.  Bob Coakley 
once again with the crew of 
Melody, led the division in 
surface operations, with 
missions on “Opening Day”, 
“Fleet Week” and joint 
operations with the active duty 
Coast Guard. Andrea 
Cuppoletti has gotten us on 
track to publish four 
newsletters a year; the goal 
that we set out at the 
beginning of the year. 
Congratulations Andrea! I 
hope everyone enjoys the 
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 newsletter and appreciates 
the effort Andrea has made to 
achieve this goal. 
Several members completed 
certifications, adding to 
Flotilla’s capabilities. Andrea 
Cuppoletti became certified in 
AuxFS (Food Service) and is 
actively cooking up meals at 
Station Monterey in addition to 
becoming a certified Vessel 
Examiner.  Greg Olsen also 
became a Vessel Examiner as 
well as an Instructor and 
completed certification in CPR 
and First Aid. Peter Todebush 
is now Air Crew and 
Telecommunications Operator 
certified. Nikolay 
Zherebrenkov became 
certified as an MDV also 
known as a Program Visitor. 
Nikolay also completed all 
requirements for AUXOP and 
is patiently awaiting 
completion of the background 
check. Richard Martinez 
became a Program Visitor as 
well. And finally, Jim Losi was 
awarded the coveted 
Cutterman designation after 
months of training aboard the 
USCGC ASPEN. 
It has been an honor and 
privilege to serve as the 
commander of Flotilla 12-91. It 
has been a wonderful 
experience working with each 
of you and hopefully we have 
been able to instill enthusiasm 
and momentum that will carry 
the flotilla forward over the 
coming years. I hope to carry 
many of the things learned into 
my new role and bring that 
same type of enthusiasm to 
the division. The new 
leadership team and staff led 
by Bob Coackley and Virginia 
Luchetti are ready to continue 
the momentum. I trust that you 

will give them the same 
support that you have given 
me over the past two years; 
thank you for all your help. – 
SEMPER PARATUS 
 

 
Trophies for the “Most Active Flotilla” and 

the “Most improved Flotilla” of 2015, 
obtained by Flotilla 12-91. 

 

 
At the initial staff meeting in 
January, we set a goal to 
graduate 65 students from our 
classes in 2015.  We have 
achieved that goal.  We 
graduated 68 from our About 
Boating Safely and GPS for 
Mariners with RADAR 
Navigation courses.  Bravo 
Zulu to our dedicated staff of 
instructors: Bob Coackley, 
Marty Crowningshield, Stan 
Douglas, Jim Losi, Virginia 
Luchetti, Greg Olsen, Rick 
Scheuerman and Georgie 
Scheuerman.  Lest we forget, 
we owe thanks to our IT 
trainees: JH Chang and 
Nikolay Zherebrenkov for their 
support with the courses and 

their desire to contribute to this 
very important mission in the 
Flotilla. 
Contributing to our attainment 
of our annual goal were our 
last four courses: About 
Boating Safely on September 
26, October 17, and December 
5; and GPS for Mariners with 
RADAR Navigation on 
November 7. 
After a disappointing turnout 
for ABS on September 26--two 
students showed--we came 
back strong thanks to our PV 
department arranging for an 
on-site training to the staff of 
the marina at Lake Chabot in 
October.  That course 
graduated 8 students.  We 
took ABS on the road, bringing 
a projector, screen and 
teaching aids to the marina.  
The company that operates 
the Lake Chabot marina also 
manages marinas for several 
other local lakes, so we hope 
to repeat this success in 2016. 
The December 5 ABS course 
featured a special guest 
instructor, LCDR Vanden 
Heuvel, the CO of the USCGC 
Aspen, who came and taught 
Chapter 3, Navigating the 
Waterways.  He did a great job 
of taking students through the 
inland Rules of the Road and 
chart reading. 
Our courses feed each other.  
We fed two students from ABS 
into GPS, and two more from 
GPS into ABS.  Therefore, 
going forward, we anticipate 
offering courses more closely 
spaced and alternating such 
that we are able to get more 
"two-fer's" through our 
courses.  This will be a priority 
as we build out the schedule 
for 2016.  Also we will be 
experimenting with adding the 

FSO-PE Report 

By Greg Olsen 
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Suddenly in Command 
seminar as a teaser course to 
the rotation.  This is a course 
that can be taught dockside 
and may be approriate to take 
on the road to local marinas. 
With all the PE activity in the 
flotilla, we are actively seeking 
more members willing to 
become instructors.  Becoming 
an instructor involves: 
• The self-paced IT 
Development Course (IDC) 
with an un-proctored exam 
• Teaching one short (30-
60 minute) training and one 
long (2-4 hour) training solo 
• Passing the PQS, which 
is a 19 question closed book 
oral exam on the IDC content 
Contact Greg Olsen, FSO-PE, 
if you are interested in joining 
this highly motivated and truly 
dedicated team of instructors. 
 
 

 
FC Stan Douglas teaching a class as part 

of Flotilla 12-91 PE program. 

 
A big thanks to Bob Coakley, 
Stan Douglas, Marty 
Crowningshield, Ron 
Ouimette, John Bogert, Paul 
Stiehr, Andrea Cuppoletti, 
Georgie Schuermann, and 
Laurie Kerr for going out on 
PATON (Private Aids to 
Navigation) patrols so that our 
flotilla could get all our 

assigned PATONS checked by 
the deadline.  We verified a 
total of 66 PATONS in 2015.  
As part of the verification 
process, we take a photo of 
each aid to navigation.  Here’s 
a picture of Laurie Kerr helping 
us keep track of the buoy we 
are checking by noting the 
“name” of the buoy. 

 
Laurie Kerr holding up a whiteboard with 
the letter “F”.  We take a picture of the 
whiteboard before taking photos of buoy 
“F”.  That way, we know what pictures we 
are reviewing even if the buoy itself does 
not display any markings. 

Without a picture of the buoy’s 
name, it would be easy to get 
confused when looking at the 
pictures and trying to figure out 
which buoy is which.  You can 
see that buoy “F” is clearly 
labeled on the buoy itself.  You 
can also see one of the other 
buoys is not labeled.  When a 
buoy does not have the proper 
markings, we report the 
discrepancy to the Coast 
Guard so that the problem can 
be corrected.  As you know, 
the aids to navigation are 
crucial to boating safety. 

 
This is buoy “F” that is located outside the 
Berkeley Marina. “F”.  That way, we know 
what pictures we are reviewing even if the 
buoy itself does not display any markings. 

 
This is one of the mooring buoys located 
by the Bay Bridge.  It should clearly 
display the letter “B” As you can see, it is 
very difficult to see if this buoy is marked 
with any letters.  We were able to report the 
lack of any marking so that the situation 
could be corrected. 
 

 
 

The next time a friend or co-
worker asks you about the 
Auxiliary, tell them about 
“Tuesday Night Live”.  This is 
a short 30-minute webinar 
where prospective members 
can learn about the Auxiliary 
and have their questions 
answered.  Tuesday Night Live 
takes place every month on 
the first Tuesday of the month.  
To get the link, just type 
“Auxiliary Tuesday Night Live” 
into your search engine. 
You can also invite the person 
to our next flotilla meeting.  If 
you send me an email with the 
person’s name and email 
address, I will follow up with an 
information email that contains 
the links to the new member 
application. 
Let’s work together to grow our 
flotilla! 
 

 

 
 
 

FSO-NS Report 

By Virginia Luchetti  

FSO-HR Report 

By Virginia Luchetti  
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Sept 12, 2015, at 1324 hrs. the 
first call went out, and by Sept 
23 at 0700 hrs. 3,043 homes 
had been threatened, 1910 
homes had been lost 76,067 
acres burned, and 3303 
personnel responded 
The Napa Fair grounds at 
Calistoga was set up as a 
temporary shelter for 
evacuees and over 2000 were 
housed in small individual 
tents. The call went out to the 
USCG Auxiliary for support on 
Sept 14 at 1744 hrs. Within 24 
hours, 30 members 
volunteered their support. At 
that time we had enough 
volunteers to take care of the 
gates that had been assigned 
to the Auxiliary. No questions 
were asked other than, just 
where do you want us? The 
heart of the American 
volunteer is still alive and well 
as demonstrated by the USCG 
Auxiliary. Gates # 1 and #2 
were limited to only the 
evacuees. Gate # 3 (manned 
by the USCG Aux), was the 
primary access point for 
emergency vehicles, the Red 
Cross, medical facilities, and 
the place to volunteer, as well 
as the central point for 
information about where to 
drop off donations and goods. 
This was also the location of 
the dining hall that was set up 
by volunteers who served 
meals twenty four hours a day. 
Every possible question was 
asked by the public about 
where to find information about 
everything, and of course our 

responses were to direct 
people to the authorities who 
were qualified to answer their 
questions. Gate #4, was 
limited to the local law 
enforcement (Sheriff). Gate 
#5, (manned by the USCG 
Aux), was available for 
donations and access for the 
evacuees. I was at Gate #3, 
Thursday, the 17th, and until 
noon on Friday the 18th. Traffic 
was going in all directions 
while every driver needed to 
know where to go to do 
whatever activity they had in 
mind. The available parking 
was blocks away. The 
donations all had to go to Gate 
#5, and of course the best 
news was that most people 
were very cooperative. It was 
a very busy time while an 
Auxiliarist was standing in the 
middle of the roadway so that 
s/he could talk to the drivers of 
the cars and direct them to 
locations best suited to the 
activity they were involved 
with. Friday afternoon I was 
stationed at Gate 5 where the 
donations keep coming in. We 
had one pickup truck from the 
people of St George Utah, who 
had put together blankets, 
jackets and various clothing for 
the evacuees. At 1700 hrs. we 
had to start turning away 
donations because the area 
was overwhelmed with goods. 
The major objective was to be 
considerate of everybody who 
had lost everything in the fire, 
while trying to direct them to 
the available resources that 
were set up to help, and to 
return to a sane way of 
existence while the burden of 
losing everything was still 
fresh in their minds. Another 
activity that the USCG 

Auxiliary was involved with 
was to go around to the 
various tents and talk with the 
evacuees, to insure that they 
were able to take advantage of 
all that was available to them. 
There were at least a 
thousand stories of 
desperation as they fled the 
fire. Sometimes the need was 
just to listen to the people who 
wanted to express their anger 
at the loss of their home and 
all that they had spent their 
lives working for. Tuesday 
afternoon the Fairground 
population was down to about 
250 people, anxious to go 
back to their homes in the 
hope that something was left. 
Within the borders of the fire 
many power lines were down 
and the area was not safe until 
the utility companies had 
restored the lines. Wednesday 
morning the Sheriff’s office 
filled a bus to take people back 
home to see if there was 
anything left. I had to leave at 
1700 hrs. Tuesday, and by 
that time another Auxiliarist 
had shown up to take my 
place. The hope at the 
Fairgrounds was that they 
could close this center in 48 
hours, and move the 
remaining evacuees closer to 
their respective homes as the 
Valley Fire finally reached 80% 
containment. Again the USCG 
Auxiliary was there. There was 
no promise of any reward, no 
reimbursement of cost for the 
individual for missed work, just 
the satisfaction of helping 
another human in their time of 
need. This was another time 
that the call went out and the 
USCG Auxiliary responded 
“What can we do to help?”

Valley Fire Northern 

California 

By Marty 

Crowningshield  
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Upcoming Events 
Flotilla 12-91 meetings are held the second Thursday of every month at 7 PM in the San 
Ramon Fire District Offices in San Ramon 
Division 12 meetings are the fourth Thursday of every month at 1900 in the Pt. Welcome 
Room on Coast Guard Island 
District 11N meetings – See District Website 

 

 

2015 Elected and Appointed Officers 
Office 12-91 Div 12 District 11N

Commander Bob Coackley Stuart Langs COMO Rich Thomas

Vice Commander Virginia Luchetti Stan Douglas Wally Smith

IPC Stan Douglas COMO Rod Collins

CM Peter Todebush Robert Torio COMO Michael Williams

CS John Bogert Rick Pisio Irene Wetzel

DV Richard Martinez Robert Clark Tim Kahn

FN Jim Losi Joe Cannon Fran Fisher

IS Rick Pisio Anita Farnholtz

MA Laurie Kerr George Rogers

MS Sue Fry

MT Jim Losi Jim Losi Mary Kirkwood

NS Virginia Luchetti Virginia Luchetti Jim Duncan

OP Bob Coackley George Prows Bill Stolz

PA Kellie Fletcher Marty Crowningshield Jerry Edelen

PB Andrea Cuppoletti Rick Scheuerman Cecil Claspell

PE Gregory Olsen Jim Losi

HR Virginia Luchetti Felita Clark Gary Kaplan

PV Nikolay Zherebrenkov Bruce Nicolai Phil Grove

SR Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman

VE Stephen Busch Robert Issacoulian Michael J. Lauro

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR 
(Many Dates are tentative so pay 

attention for changes) 
January 
Thursday 14 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Saturday 16-Sunday 17 
PCA Fair, CGI. 
Saturday 24 
1630 Flotilla 12-91 COW. Holiday 
Inn, 6680 Regional St., Dublin, CA.  
Thursday 28 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
Saturday 31 
AUXAIR Air Safety Workshop. 
Coast Guard Air Station 
Sacramento, McClellan Park, CA, 
United States 
February 
Thursday 11 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices 
Thursday 25 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
March 
Thursday 10 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire  
Offices 
Friday 18-Sunday 20 
D-Train 2016-69

th
 Annual-District 

Training Conference. Grand Sierra 
Resort and Casino, 2500 E 2nd St, 
Reno, NV 89595, 
Thursday 24 
1900 Division Meeting - CGI - Pt. 
Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to contact us: 
 
e-mail: 
cuppoletti@gmail.com 
 
web page: 
http://wow.uscgaux.info/113-12-91                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: 
Andrea Cuppoletti  
                            

Please take pictures at 
events and operations and 
send them with comments or 
with articles to Andrea 
(cuppoletti@gmail.com) so 
that can be published on our 
newsletter. 
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                       WEB SITE CALENDAR ADDRESSES 
 
                                          FLOTILLA 12-91 
                      HTTP://USCGAUX.INFO/113-12-91/CALENDAR 
 
                                           DIVISION 12  
                             HTTP://WWW.A11312.USCGAUX.INFO/ 
 
                                   DISTRICT 11 NR CALENDAR 
             HTTP://OPS.D11NUSCGAUX.INFO/CALENDAR/DISTRICT.HTML 
 
                                             DISTRICT 11 NR 
                                 HTTP://WWW.D11NUSCGAUX.INFO/ 

 
               DIVISION MEETINGS ARE HELD IN POINT WELCOME RM - CGI 
 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=113-12-91&category=CALENDAR
http://www.a11312.uscgaux.info/
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