
    The           

  Even Keel 
Formerly known as “Niner-One”

 

Thank you, members of Flotilla 
12-91 for you confidence in 
electing me as our next Flotilla 
Commander.  I am extremely 
honored to lead such a 
talented, experienced, 
proficient, diverse and capable 
group of individuals in our 
missions of promoting boating 
safety.   
I want to express my 
appreciation for all the work 
that Bob Coackley has done 
this past year to keep our flotilla 
strong, active and growing.  He 
has demonstrated a great deal 
of dedication and commitment 
to the Auxiliary and to the 
members of 12-91.  I will be 
seeking out his expert 
guidance and counsel as I 
move into my new position. 
For 2017, we want to continue 
to grow our membership and 
be active in Aviation, Surface 
Operations, Public Education, 
Communications, Navigation 
Systems and Food Service.  To 
this end, we will focus on: 

 
•Recruiting new members and 
having systems in place to help 
new members become 
meaningfully involved in flotilla 
activities.  We hope to have a 
mentor, or buddy, for each new 
member. 
•Providing support to our 
members who are working on 
qualification as Coxswain, 
Crew, Air Crew, 
Communications, Instructor, 
Vessel Examiner, Food Service 
and other areas of activity. 
•Having well-planned, fun 
fellowship activities.  In addition 
to the usual pizza get-together 
in the early part of the year and 
the holiday party at year’s end, 
we hope to arrange for at least 
one summer barbeque. 
•Having an active calendar of 
various activities so that our 
members can experience a 
variety of patrols and safety 
events. 
•Working to bring our air, 
surface and land operations in 
closer communication so that 
members fully appreciate the 
array of opportunities they have 
for service. 
When you have ideas for 
improving our operations and  

 
member activities, please let 
me, Greg Olsen, our Flotilla 
Vice-Commander, or one of our 
Flotilla Staff Officers know so 
that we can incorporate your 
ideas.   
Thank you very much for your 
commitment to the Auxiliary.  
Looking forward to a great 
2017! 

During Fleet Week Flotilla 12-
91 was present supporting the 
activities in many capacities.  
 

 
Close up of one of the many acrobatic 
evolutions as part of Fleet Week, photo 

courtesy of Rick Pisio.. 

 
From water patrol and dockside 
operations, assisting the 
general public visiting the many 
ships available, to Radio 
support, coordinating vessels 
to land communications. 

Vol. 25                                   A PUBLICATION BY:              4th Quarter 2016 

Auxiliary Flotilla 12-91 
    U. S.  Coast Guard District 11 North     

 

Editor: Andrea Cuppoletti                                                                                                                                                                       

From the Flotilla 
Commander 

By Virginia Luchetti 

Fleet Week 

By Andrea Cuppoletti 



 2 

 
Congratulations to John 
Bogert, newly qualified Aid 
Verifier! Without John’s help as 
an Aid Verifier trainee in 2016, 
we would not have reached our 
goals in completing all PATON 
(Private Aids to Navigation) 
checks on time.  John assisted 
with the verification of at least 
51 PATONS! He helped check 
buoys at Anchorage 6 by the 
San Francisco Bay Bridge, 
security zone buoys at the 
Richmond Long Wharf, 
mooring buoys near Sherman 
Island in the delta, and 
daybeacon lights to mark the 
Pittsburg Marina and the 
Brickyard Cove Marina. To 
earn his qualification, he 
demonstrated knowledge and 
skill in reading a nautical chart, 
understanding the USCG Light 
List, being familiar with the 
United States Coast Pilot and 
the USCG Local Notice to 
Mariners.  In addition to other 
requirements, he had to explain 
the characteristics of various 
kinds of lights, such as fixed, 
occulting, isophase and quick 
flashing.  As a “PQS Aid 
Verifier”, John is now able to 
conduct Aids to Navigation 
verification anywhere in the 
country, and also to sign-off 
requirements for an Aid Verifier 
trainee. We congratulate him 
and look forward to his 
assistance with the PATONs 
verification for 2017.   
 

 

 
Flotilla 12-91 has a new Vessel 
Examiner!   Steven Kakihara 
studied the online VE course 
and passed the test.   The next 
step was to be a trainee with 
another VE.  Then to stay 
current he would need 5 Vessel 
Safety Checks under his own 
name. This is quite a challenge, 
so late in the year.   Virginia 
Luchetti and Stephen Busch 
agreed to meet Steven at 
Tradewinds Sailing School in 
Richmond.The day after 
Thanksgiving turned out to be a 
beautiful day.    We met some 
friendly boaters who agreed to 
participate in the safety checks. 
   

 
Steven and Virginia inspecting one of the 

vessels at Richmond Marina. 

Virginia offered “Black Friday 
Special” safety checks to 
people passing by. 
Within a few hours, Steven had 
his training experience, as well 
as two VSCs under his belt, 
and some boaters learned that 
they had a navigation light out, 
or outdated flares, or who to 
contact after an accident; all 
the safety information we like to 
review with them. 
  We appreciate this step 
Steven took to become more 
active in the Flotilla and help 
realize this part of the Auxiliary 
program. 
 

 
On Saturday, November 19, 
the flotilla taught About Boating 
Safely at Station San Francisco 
on Yerba Buena Island.  The 
course was held across the 
dock from the USCGC Aspen 
in the Sector Training Room.  
The students were members of 
the Golden Gate Young 
Marines, all middle school and 
high school aged.  Twenty-
three students in all graduated. 
In the Recreational Boating 
Safety mission of the Auxiliary, 
public education of children is a 
priority.  Children who have 
been through a safety class are 
more likely to be life-long safe 
boaters. The class had a 
special guest instructor, LCDR 
"Van" Vanden Heuvel, the CO 
of the Aspen. 

 
LCDR “Van” Vanden Heuvel teaching ABS 

class. 

The morning began with the 
Young Marines participating in 
the Colors. He had each 
student color his/her left hand 
with a red dot and the right with 
a green dot, then had them 
practice being boats in 
crossing, overtaking and head 
on meetings at sea. The Young 
Marines then had lunch aboard 
the Aspen, before finishing the 
rest of the course.   
 

FSO-NS report 
By Virginia Luchetti 

FSO-PE 

By Greg Olsen 

FSO-VE Report 

By Stephen Busch 
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 2016 has been a busy year for 
AuxAir not just with routine 
patrols but a number of 
operations, some of which are 
still in progress and not soon to 
end.  What this input of aviators 
means to 12-91 is more 
exposure to our mission and 
operations, what we do and to 
bring our accomplishments and 
adventures to the Flotilla. 
 

  
Pre-ATON verification flight meeting with 

Chief Suminski in the middle of Skip 
Morford, Laurie Kerr and Gene Wheeler.  

My first bit of information is our 
bi-monthly squadron dinners 
that we conduct in Dublin, the 
last of this year's was 15 
November in which we hosted 
several Gold Side aviators from 
Air Station San Francisco.  In 
attendance was Captain Kent 
Everingham, Commanding 
Officer, Air Station San 
Francisco who brought us to 
date on the Squadron's 
success rate and their 
appreciation of our 
commitment to duty.  He then 
quickly outlined what we might 
expect for 2017.  This last 
dinner of the year invites 
member families, friends and 
guests who discover the value 
added Auxiliary aviation adds 
as a force multiplier in direct 
support of both Coast Guard 
aviation and surface forces.   

 
  Flight crew returning from a patrol.  

    Though I did not participate, 
the week of the 21st found the 
squadron flying its regular 
cutter support mission over 
crab season monitoring 
popular locations, activities and 
numbers of fishing boats from 
way up North to way down 
Monterey Bay and south.  Then 
on the remaining days after 17 
October were requests from 
the air station to record fishing 
vessels of commercial, 
pleasure, charter irrespective 
of type.  Within this request 
was more concentration of 
Living Marine Resources 
(LMR) during salmon season 
and other kinds of activities 
with information of what to look 
for.     At present I am in the 
process of reaching out for 
Auxiliarists who are interested 
in becoming aviators, 
specifically Air Observers in 
which we are in short supply. 
For Auxiliarists of 12-91 so 
interested the Squadron's 
training officer, Mr. Gene 
Wheeler is usually at hand 
during Flotilla meetings and 
certainly open for discussion.   

 
Post FAM  pre-flight briefing, 12-91 

members Skip Morford, Gene Wheeler and 
Chief Suminski; Sector.  

 
We officially have a new facility 
in the flotilla!  I just finished 
outfitting my Jeanneau Sun 
Odyssey 36.2 sailboat, 
Aquamarine, to meet the 
criteria as an Auxiliary facility.  
She is OPFAC 360466.   
 

 
Aquamarine, now OPFAC 360466, at the 

dock.  

This will offer our flotilla’s 
qualified crew and crew and 
coxswain trainees more 
opportunities to get out on the 
water.  It will also make it easier 
to accomplish some of our 
PATON patrols and will give 
12-91 more presence in our 
area of operation.  While she 
won’t go as fast as a 
powerboat, she has quite a bit 
of stability and is fully outfitted 
with two complete engines!  
There’s a 3 cylinder 27 
horsepower Yanmar diesel and 
two efficient and effective sails.  
If you’ve never been out on a 
sailboat under sail, I welcome 
you to join on one of the patrols.   
You might be asking how we 
can conduct Auxiliary patrols 
on a sailboat.  She’ll offer a 
great base for events such as 
fleet week that require the 
facility to remain in one 
location.  She’s great for 

Auxiliary Aviation  
By Ron Darcey 

A new Facility for 
Flotilla 12-91 

By Virginia Luchetti 
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checking aids to navigation 
because the view from the 
cockpit is relatively 
unobstructed.  She’s an 
excellent platform for practicing 
navigation skills and running 
search and rescue patterns.   
The boat is fully outfitted with a 
comfortable cabin that includes 
a galley and head.  At the helm, 
there is a sophisticated chart 
plotter with radar.  Right next to 
the helm is one of the VHF 
radios with built in GPS.   
I’m looking forward to lots of 
Aquamarine patrols in 2017!  
Hope that you get a chance to 
come aboard! 
 

 
 I joined the USCG 
Auxiliary in 2009 at the urging 
of a close friend, who also 
happened to be the 
Commodore of District 1SR.  
Vin Pica was that person.  Vin 
and I have been friends for over 
50 years and ever since the 
events of 9/11 when he joined 
the auxiliary, he always spoke 
of the auxiliary’s mission and 
the many different exciting and 
essential activities he has 
engaged in.  As a New Yorker, 
Vin witnessed first-hand the 
events of 9/11 and felt the 
urgent need to do something.  
His something was the USCG 
Auxiliary. 
On many occasions while we 
were visiting, he would tell me 
of his many adventures.  He 
would explain the many 
leadership challenges 
associated with being the 

Commodore of District 1SR.  
He also shared with me the 
many Search and Rescues he 
had participated in as a 
coxswain.  I always came away 
from my many conversations 
with Vin very envious of his life 
as an Auxiliarist. 
In early 2009, I happened to be 
in Afghanistan working on a 
national security project. The 
subject matter I was dealing 
with made me think of the many 
security issues we as a country 
must come to grips with.  I 
returned to the states feeling 
differently about the need to get 
involved in something 
important that would help to 
keep our country safe and 
secure. 
I began to think about my many 
conversations with Vin, and 
thought, “What about my 
something?”  What could I do 
that was meaningful, fulfilling 
and important?  It didn’t take 
long for me to figure out the 
Auxiliary was just the 
organization for me.  Its 
mission was my mission.  Its 
core values were my core 
values.  Its fun was my fun. 
So I joined and became a 
member of Flotilla 113-12-91.  
After I completed my initial 
application and received my ID 
card, I went about the task of 
trying to figure out where I 
wanted to invest my time and 
energy.  I was assigned a 
mentor who shared with me 
,that regardless of what area of 
interest I may have, an 
important rite of passage was 
becoming crew qualified. 
I immediately began crew 
training and systematically 
ticking off the many PQS items.  
While doing that each week, I 
developed many friendships 

with my fellow Auxiliarists.  I 
remember being so impressed 
with how helpful perfect 
strangers would be in helping 
me be successful.  My success 
was their success.  Think about 
just how rare a trait that is in our 
society today. 
After eighteen months of 
training, I qualified for crew on 
11 May 2011.  I will remember 
the date and time because 
becoming crew qualified 
became so important to me.  
This rite of passage, as it was 
described to me, was a pretty 
intense experience and not 
everybody can be successful at 
it.   

 
The author at the dock at CGI, Alameda.  

 

It also gave me the confidence 
to gain more qualifications and 
continue my training. 
Each year since becoming an 
Auxiliarist, I have engaged in 
an additional pursuit of ever 
new qualifications leading to 
more opportunities to serve.  I 
became a vessel examiner, an 
instructor, SO-FN, SO-MT and 
then became an AUXFS.  
Actually, becoming an AUXFS 
dramatically changed the 
trajectory of my Auxiliary career 
and experience. 
Being an AUXFS afforded me 
the opportunity to work along-
side the Gold Side.  I worked at 
shore side stations, air stations 
and eventually cutters.  I 
started on the smaller 87’ 
cutters and then worked my 
way up to the 175’ and 225’ 

My Volunteer Journey 
as an Auxiliarist 

By Jim Losi 
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cutters. I also served on one of 
the National Security cutters. 
Serving aboard the 225”, 
specifically the CGC ASPEN 
changed my life. I found myself 
spending many hours in the 
galley both dock side and 
underway. Since active FS 
personnel are in high demand 
and short supply, I was 
regularly asked to step up my 
game and help out. 
In 2013, I invested nearly 500 
hours aboard the CGC ASPEN, 
CGC TERN, CGC Hawksbill, 
CGC Pike and the CGC 
STRATTON. I broke a lot of 
eggs and cooked a boat load of 
bacon.  It was incredibly 
rewarding because I got to play 
an important role, make some 
incredibly important friends and 
serve my country. 
In the beginning of 2014, I 
learned about a little known 
and rarely participated in 
auxiliary program. It was called 
the cutterman program. The 
program requires an Auxiliarist 
to serve aboard a cutter greater 
than 60’ for a minimum of 52 
days each year for two years.  
Of those 52 days of service, 24 
of those days must be 
underway.  Additionally, the 
program requires the Auxiliarist 
to complete Basic Damage 
Control, Advanced Damage 
Control and a WPQS at the 
request and need of the cutter 
serving upon. 
My rationale for considering 
this program was my ever 
increasing hours I would serve 
aboard the CGC ASPEN.  I 
asked CDR D’Arcy, CO of the 
ASPEN and LT DePace its XO, 
if they would endorse my 
participation in the program 
and approve my application.  
After a couple of interviews, my 

participation in the cutterman 
program was approved. 
Ever hear that expression, “Be 
careful what you ask for, you 
may just get it.”  And so I did. 
This program proved to be the 
most demanding program I had 
ever participated in.  It made 
my graduate work at UC, 
Berkeley look easy.  In 2014, I 
invested close to 800 hours in 
the galley and training 
obtaining my Basic Damage 
Control.  In 2015, I invested 
well over 800 hours in the 
galley and training, obtaining 
my Advanced Damage Control 
and receiving my Lookout and 
Helmsman qualifications. 
On Wednesday,14 October 
2015, I received my permanent 
cutterman on the buoy deck of 
the CGC ASPEN in a traditional 
ceremony as presented by 
BOSN Carawan with entire 
ship’s crew present.  I can’t 
muster the proper words to 
convey just what and how I felt.  
That experience was up there 
with my marriage and the birth 
of my children.  It was an 
incredible honor. 
The opportunities offered by 
the Auxiliary to its members 
seems to be never ending.  
Additionally, it also seems that 
one qualification or service 
experiences leads to other 
opportunities.  As an example, 
most recently I was I was 
appointed to the Board of 
Trustees of the USCG 
Academy.  In my private life, I 
serve on two academic boards 
@ UC, Berkeley.  In this 
instance, my personal life and 
my Auxiliarist life collided with a 
mutual beneficial outcome. 
When I joined the Auxiliary, I 
never expected my journey to 
have been so diverse, 

interesting and fulfilling.  The 
Auxiliary is one of those types 
of organizations that 
challenges its members by 
affording them an incredible 
array of opportunities to serve 
others.  It also affords its 
members the freedom to create 
a portfolio of activities driven by 
the members’ interests and 
passion.  However, at the end 
of the day, the Auxiliary affords 
every Auxiliary the same 
opportunities to serve and to 
protect our country and its 
citizens.  If you step back and 
think about our mission, it is a 
truly amazing thing. 
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Upcoming Events 
Flotilla 12-91 meetings are held the second Thursday of every month at 7 PM in the San 
Ramon Fire District Offices in San Ramon 
Division 12 meetings are the fourth Thursday of every month at 1900 in RADM Harvey 
Johnson Jr. Learning Center on Coast Guard Island  
District 11N meetings – See District Website 

 

 

2016 Elected and Appointed Officers 
Office 12-91 Div 12 District 11N

Commander Virginia Luchetti Stan Douglas COMO Wally Smith

Vice Commander Greg Olsen Jim Losi Mary Kirkwood

IPC Bob Coackley Stuart Langs COMO Rich Thomas

AV Gene Wheeler Gene Wheeler Lawrence Olson

CM Peter Todebush Robert Torio Robert Vanderhyde

CS John Bogert John Bogert Mart Gardner

DV Richard Martinez Robert Clark Tim Kahn

FN Andrea Cuppoletti Derek Roth Fran Fisher

IS Rick Pisio Open Anita Farnholtz

MA Laurie Kerr Open George Rogers

MS Open Open Sue Fry

MT Richard Martinez Jim Losi Curtis Han

NS Virginia Luchetti Virginia Luchetti Jim Duncan

OP Bob Coackley Marty Crowningshield Bill Stolz

PA Stan Douglas Open Jane Smith

PB Andrea Cuppoletti Andrea Cuppoletti Andrea Cuppoletti

PE Gregory Olsen Gregory Olsen Jim Losi

HR Virginia Luchetti Felita Clark Gary Kaplan

PV Nikolay Zherebrenkov Nikolay Zherebrenkov Richard Saber

SR Open Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



CALENDAR 
(Many Dates are tentative so pay 

attention for changes) 
 
January 
. 
Thursday 5 
Staff Meeting-District Fire Offices, 
San Ramon, CA. 
Thursday 12 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA 
Saturday 14- Sunday 15 
PCA Fair. CGI, Alameda, CA. 
Saturday 21 
1700 Flotilla 12-91 COW, Holiday 
Inn, Dublin, CA. 
Thursday 26 
1900 Division Meeting, CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
Tuesday 31 
1700 Air Squadron Dinner, Holiday 
Inn, Dublin, CA. 
 
February 
 
Thursday 9 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Wednesday 15 
1900 D11NR Board and Staff 
Meeting - Webinar. 
Saturday 18 
0830 About Boating Safely class 
District Fire Offices, San Ramon, 
CA. 
Thursday 23 
1900 Division Meeting – CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
 
March 
 
Saturday 04 
0900 GPS for mariners class 
District Fire Offices, San Ramon, 
CA. 
Thursday 9 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 18 
0930 St.Patrick Parade, Dublin, CA. 
Thursday 23 
1900 Division Meeting – CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
Friday 24- Sunday 26 
D-Train. Reno, NV. 
Friday 24 
1900 D11NR Board and Staff 
Meeting, Reno, NV. 

How to contact us: 
 
e-mail: 
cuppoletti@gmail.com 
 
web page: 
http://wow.uscgaux.info/113-12-91                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: 
Andrea Cuppoletti  
                            

Please take pictures at 
events and operations and 
send them with comments or 
with articles to Andrea 
(cuppoletti@gmail.com) so 
that can be published on our 
newsletter. 
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WEB SITE CALENDAR ADDRESSES 
 

FLOTILLA 12-91 
HTTP://USCGAUX.INFO/113-12-91/CALENDAR 

 
DIVISION 12 

HTTP://WWW.A11312.USCGAUX.INFO/ 
 

DISTRICT 11 NR  
HTTP://OPS.D11NUSCGAUX.INFO/CALENDAR/DISTRICT.HTML 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=113-12-91&category=CALENDAR
http://www.a11312.uscgaux.info/
http://ops.d11nuscgaux.info/calendar/district.html

