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Several years ago, Joshua Lipp 
joined the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, specifically, Flotilla 
12-91, because he wanted to 
get a leg up when he tried to 
enlist in the Coast Guard.  
Because of my service on 
active duty in the Coast Guard, 
Joshua talked with me on 
several occasions asking 
questions on how to prepare.  
At that time, the wait list for 
people trying to enlist was long 
and I told him that it was an 
unusual time in Coast Guard 
history in that it was easier to 
get in as an officer than as an 
enlisted person.  He took my 
advice, got some college under 
his belt and eventually applied 
to the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy (One of the four US 
Military Academies which 
prepare candidates for the 
officer corps of the Army, Air 
Force, Coast Guard, Marines, 
and Navy.) in New London, 
Connecticut.  I eventually got  

 
an email from him stating that 
he had been accepted to the 
academy.  Since this was a big 
deal for our flotilla, as Flotilla 
Commander at the time, I 
immediately notified DIRAUX 
about it and CDR Sumrok 
arranged to have the District 
Commander present Joshua’s 
appointment.  I was told by PJ 
Maguire, one of our flotilla 
members and an Academy 
graduate himself, that I would 
probably not hear from Joshua 
much if at all because of the 
workload he was about to 
encounter.  I have heard from 
Joshua once or twice a year 
since Reporting-In Day. 
 

  
Joshua Lipp’s class ring.  

 

 
I recently received an email 
from him stating that he has 
completed his 3rd year (Junior) 
and progressed to his Senior 
year. I believe his title now is 
1st Class Cadet.  He also sent 
me a picture of his class ring. 
It’s something he can be proud 
of throughout his Coast Guard 
career.  As I write this, he’s 
probably out on the USCGC 
Eagle for his last cruise as a 
cadet.  Joshua is the first 
member of our flotilla to attend 
the Academy while being a 
member. 12-91 can be really 
proud of having a member at 
the Academy.  Assuming all 
goes well this next year, he will 
be commissioned an Ensign 
and given orders to his first 
assignment next spring. 
 

 
Welcome to Mimi Steel as our 
newest member.  She is a pilot, 
looking forward to contributing 
to the Aux Air program.  She 
was recruited by another 
Auxiliary member, Ron Darcey. 
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In September, the Flotilla 
participated in the bi-annual 
Emergency Preparedness Fair 
at San Ramon Central Park 
alongside the San Ramon 
Valley Fire District. Other 
participants in the fair were the 
San Ramon Police 
Department, The Walnut Creek 
Police Bomb Squad, U.S. Army 
- Camp Parks Emergency 
Preparedness Team, CERT, 
East Bay Regional Park 
District, Red Cross, and 
several other organizations and 
companies that support the 
community's preparedness. 
This was a unique opportunity 
for the Flotilla to deliver its 
message of safety and 
preparedness.  On display was 
the Auxiliary Communication 
Vehicle (ACV), which drew 
special interest and curiosity 
from folks attending the fair. 
 

 
The Auxiliary Communication Vehicle 

(ACV) being visited by the general public.  
 
 Thanks to Georgie & Rick 
Scheuerman and Marty 
Crowningshield for helping 
deliver the Auxiliary's message 
on this bright sunny and hot 
day. The kids were especially 

enthusiastic over “Inky the 
Whale” and “Sammy the Sea 
Otter” coloring books.  
To create additional interest, a 
drawing for several life jackets 
that Marty had provided was 
held every half-hour. This gave 
us the opportunity to attract 
larger crowds and interest in 
the Auxiliary. Several members 
of the community expressed an 
interest in the Auxiliary and 
Flotilla; we may see them at a 
future Flotilla meeting. And 
finally, special thanks to Bob 
Torio, the Division 12 
Communications Officer for 
driving the ACV from Coast 
Guard Island to the Fair and 
back.  Mark your calendar, we 
have registered to participate in 
the next Fair in 2018. 

 
As part of the USCGAUX we 
have the opportunity to work 
along personnel of many 
different agencies. Just last 
month I have received a call to 
help out with communications 
on the Delta Blitz operation in 
Stockton. Multiple Law 
Enforcement entities were 
involved. Besides the USCG,   
the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, Stockton 
Police and San Joaquin County 
Sheriffs' Departments, were 
present. There were a total of 
four Auxiliary Vessels 
participating to the operations 
and coordination of the 
communications among all of 
the vessels and units present 
was of paramount importance 
for the success of the exercise. 

Auxiliary communications were 
handled from the Auxiliary 
Communications Trailer.  
 

 
The author (in the background) and a 
fellow Auxiliarist, directing the flow of 

communications from the Auxiliary 
Communications Trailer. 

 

 

According to the U. S. Coast 
Guard's 2015 Recreational 
Boating Statistics 
(COMDTPUB P16754.29):  
In 2015, the Coast Guard 
counted 4,158 accidents that 
involved 626 deaths, 2,613 
injuries and approximately $42 
million dollars of damage to 
property as a result of 
recreational boating accidents. 
 

 
Recreational vessels accident.  

 
Of these accidents: Where 
instruction was known, 71% of 
deaths occurred on boats 
where the operator did not 
receive boating safety 
instruction. Only 15% percent 
of deaths occurred on vessels 
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where the operator had 
received a nationally-approved 
boating safety education 
certificate. The recreational 
boating safety mission is Job 
#1 for the U. S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary.  Educating the public 
is part of that mission.  The 
statistics bear it out that people 
are less likely to die while 
boating if the operator has 
attended a course like About 
Boating Safely.  15% is still too 
high, but through our RBS 
missions, we in the Auxiliary 
have an opportunity to lower 
that number further. 
While enrollments are down in 
our courses this year, our 
strategy of hosting About 
Boating Safely and GPS for 
Mariners with Radar Navigation 
in alternating months is at least 
making it possible to educate 
boaters in both the basics of 
safe operation and safe 
navigation.  We have seen 
cross enrollments between the 
classes.  We are poised to 
finish the year strongly.  In 
August we graduated seven 
students from GPS for 
Mariners with Radar 
Navigation.  In September we 
graduated two students from 
About Boating Safely.  Our 
October class for GPS for 
Mariners already has six 
students enrolled, two of whom 
had previously taken ABS.  Our 
December class for ABS has 8 
employees of the California 
Department of Transportation 
registered.  We are beginning 
discussions for hosting an on-
site class for the Golden Gate 
Young Marines, a youth group 
for 8-17 year-olds, in Hayward 
in November.  
 
 

 
Because of the incredible 
persistence and determination 
of Stan Douglas, John Bogert, 
Richard Martinez, Bob 
Coackley, Ron Ouimette, Marty 
Crowningshield, and Andrea 
Cuppoletti, I am delighted to 
announce that all of the 
PATON verifications assigned 
to our flotilla have been 
completed.  Thank you so 
much, Aid Verifiers, Aid Verifier 
Trainees, Coxswains, Crew, 
and boat owners!  Job well 
done and ahead of schedule! 
 

 
Windsurfers and Kitesurfers off the 

horizon during a PATON patrol. 
 

For those of you who have not 
yet participated in a PATON 
patrol or exercise, here’s a 
question…………….Wind 
surfers, cows, kite surfers, low 
bridges, bird hunters, sunsets, 
levee roads, brand new 
marinas.  What do all these 
items have in common?   
They are all part of the 
experience when we go to 
check PATONS (Private Aids 
to Navigation) in the delta!  
Who would have thought that 
checking buoys would result in 
a fun afternoon on Sherman 
Island watching wind surfers 

and kite surfers zoom by?  
Keep in mind that this is after 
driving on a levee road in the 
middle of a herd of cows!  
When I first decided to become 
an Aid Verifier, I never thought 
that I’d end up looking at cows 
on Sherman Island!  Enjoy the 
pictures! 

 
The article below is taken from 
Currents, which is a live 
document published regularly 
by the USCGAUX. To access it 
go to: http://currents.cgaux.org/.  

Auxiliarists are sometimes 
asked to accept out-of-date 
pyrotechnic devices for 
disposal.  Accepting such 
materials for disposal is not an 
authorized mission for the 
Auxiliary and may result in 
individual Auxiliarists taking 
possession of unstable and 
hazardous materials and 
becoming personally 
responsible for their disposal.  
Although some municipal and 
volunteer fire departments or 
law enforcement agencies may 
accept pyrotechnics for 
disposal, many will not. 
Disposal may pose potential 
health or safety hazards to the 
individual or to the 
environment. 

 
Pyrotechnic device being deployed during 

an exercise. 

FSO-NS Report 

By Virginia Luchetti 

Flare Disposal 

By Bob Coackley 

http://currents.cgaux.org/
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If, as a member of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, you are 
requested to take possession 
of such materials for disposal, 
the request must be 
respectfully declined.  The only 
appropriate advice that may be 
given with respect to disposing 
of the unwanted materials is to 
caution against throwing them 
overboard, activating them in 
the marine environment, or 
disposing of them in household 
trash.  
It would be appropriate to 
suggest that the individual 
contact local law enforcement 
or fire protection authorities for 
guidance on disposing of the 
unwanted materials.  Members 
should not recommend that 
they be activated on land or 
retained on board a vessel as 
back-ups since older flares 
may become unstable and their 
burn rates unpredictable. 

 
There’s a small poster on my 
refrigerator that has the 
following quote: “What I do 
today is important because I 
am exchanging a day of my life 
for it.”  With a great love of the 
outdoors, sailing, backpacking, 
teaching and service to others, 
I’m thrilled to have found the 
Auxiliary.   
When I’m not hiking, sailing or 
on patrol, I’m working as a 
Psychologist for California 
Department of Corrections.  My 
current position is more 
administrative than clinical and 
I am involved with healthcare 
quality management.  My work 
involves making sure that 

inmate-patients receive timely 
and high quality medical, dental 
and mental health care.  On a 
daily basis, I’m interacting with 
medical professionals, 
dentists, psychiatrists, 
pharmacists, and custody staff. 
The only way to be successful 
working with multiple 
disciplines is to emphasize 
teamwork and collaboration.   
It’s just over four years since I 
joined the Auxiliary in 2012.  I 
came to the Auxiliary from Boy 
Scouts where I started 
reducing my activity as a Boy 
Scout leader since my son, an 
Eagle Scout had just turned 18. 
 

 
The author during a recent patrol out of SF 

Bay.  

 
 I joined the Auxiliary for two 
reasons.  First, I wanted to 
continue being part of a service 
organization.  Second, it’s my 
personal goal to be the best 
mariner I can be.  I see the 
Auxiliary as the most effective 
organization to learn excellent 
seamanship skills and 
knowledge.  I was delighted to 
become Crew Qualified at the 
Antlers OPTREX last April.  
Now, I’m working on becoming 
qualified as a Coxswain.   

Even more important to me 
than becoming Coxswain 
qualified, is helping my 
shipmates achieve 
qualifications as Vessel 
Examiners, Aid Verifiers, 
Instructors, Program Visitors, 
and Crew.  There’s nothing that 
“floats my boat” more than 
helping someone work steadily 
at a goal, and then finally be 
awarded the Qualification 
Certificate and Ribbon.  I’m so 
grateful to be a part of a terrific 
flotilla and to have the honor of 
working with seasoned 
veterans as well as folks new to 
the team.   
This year I’ve had the privilege 
of serving a Vice Flotilla 
Commander.  It has been 
extremely rewarding to see 
flotilla members increase in 
their confidence and skill levels 
as they took on new 
challenges.  I am honored to 
work with a staff of such highly 
dedicated individuals.  It’s my 
hope to become Flotilla 
Commander next year so that 
we can continue our work 
together, get even stronger, 
more efficient, and more 
effective.  I also hope that we 
can always find a way to weave 
fun into our activities, projects 
and meetings.   
 

 
I currently work at Cisco as a 
Business Development 
Manager in the Security 
Business Group, negotiating 
contracts for technology 
exchanges for the cyber 
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security portfolio.  Prior to that I 
was product manager for 
Cisco’s email security 
products.  I have worked for a 
number of startups mostly in 
email security, though I have 
started my career as an 
environmental scientist.  I am 
also a retired ballroom dance 
pro who danced in San 
Francisco Ballroom Dance 
Theater and the Libertango 
Dancers Argentine tango show. 
I have a BA in Geography and 
Religious Studies (ancient 
Near Eastern languages) from 
UCSB, an MA in Jewish 
Studies from Gratz College, an 
MBA in Finance from University 
of Nebraska, and expect to 
graduate in July with an MS in 
International Relations (Africa 
and Middle East) from Troy 
University.  I am married with 
three children: the oldest is 8, 
and the twins are 5.   
I joined the Auxiliary in July 
2014. I knew about the U. S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary because 
one of my best friends from 
high school was a member of 
the now defunct Hayward 
flotilla years ago.  My wife and I 
are both avid SCUBA divers.  I 
actually proposed to my wife 
under 70 feet of water off the 
coast of Carmel.  We have 
thought about eventually 
moving to Monterey, buying a 
boat and running a dive charter 
service after the kids are in 
college.  I wanted to learn 
boating skills and figured the 
Auxiliary would be a good place 
to learn. 
The Auxiliary is an outstanding 
organization.  The guardian 
ethos of the USCG permeates 
the organization.  As an 
Auxiliarist I know that I am 
delivering tangible benefit to 

the nation and the 
environment.  Whether it is 
educational mission I 
participate in, vessel exams, or 
surface operations, I know that 
I am making a difference. The 
opportunities are endless.  
While job #1 of the Auxiliary of 
recreational boating safety, 
there are many other 
opportunities to explore.  I am a 
person who is motivated by 
learning new things.  There is 
an endless supply of 
qualifications to train for in the 
Auxiliary. 
 
 

 
The author during the QE for Boat Crew 

certification.  
 

Additionally, there is ample 
opportunity to take on greater 
leadership roles within the 
Auxiliary.  The skills directly 
translate to management in a 
matrix organization in the 
business world, where you 
need to achieve goals but have 
no direct authority over co-
workers. 
My greatest day in the Auxiliary 
was passing my check ride with 
the QE to become boat crew 
qualified.  I began the journey 
to become qualified 15 months 
prior, when the flotilla ran a 
boat crew academy.  Much 
study, practice and patience, 
waiting for my favorable PSI to 
come back, went into that 

qualification.  I could not have 
achieved it without the support 
of the mentors in the flotilla 
teaching the academy and 
mentoring on Melody.  
Fellowship is a core value of 
the Auxiliary and mentorship is 
part of that core value. 
I am the Staff Officer for 
Division 113-12 and Flotilla 
Staff Officer for Public 
Education.  I enjoy teaching.  
Teaching is like giving a 
performance with a purpose.  I 
have skills and knowledge that 
I want to transfer and within the 
Auxiliary, the teaching does not 
have some abstract purpose 
but saves lives! Also, I do 
courtesy vessel safety checks 
(i.e., VEs).  It is a good 
opportunity to interact with the 
public and contribute to their 
safety. Finally, I am now boat 
crew qualified and really enjoy 
my time on the water.  The 
Auxiliary has an operational 
excellence program, where 
boat crews and their coxswain 
compete to achieve an 
objective standard of skill and 
proficiency on the water.  Once 
the flotilla has more facilities 
and qualified coxswains, I’d like 
to be part of a crew that trains 
for and earns that coveted “E” 
ribbon.  
I am running for Vice Flotilla 
Commander this year as my 
entre into elected leadership. 
Outside of my time given to the 
Auxiliary, my principle 
community engagement is with 
the activities surrounding my 
kids, such as school, dance, 
soccer, swimming, Sunday 
school, etc.  The Auxiliary is my 
principle avenue of civic 
engagement.  I prefer to give 
time rather than money. 
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Upcoming Events 
Flotilla 12-91 meetings are held the second Thursday of every month at 7 PM in the San 
Ramon Fire District Offices in San Ramon 
Division 12 meetings are the fourth Thursday of every month at 1900 in Room 35 or in the 
Banners Club on Coast Guard Island  
District 11N meetings – See District Website 

 

 

2016 Elected and Appointed Officers 
Office 12-91 Div 12 District 11N

Commander Bob Coackley Stuart Langs COMO Rich Thomas

Vice Commander Virginia Luchetti Stan Douglas Wally Smith

IPC Stan Douglas COMO Rod Collins

CM Peter Todebush Robert Torio COMO Michael Williams

CS John Bogert John Bogert Irene Wetzel

DV Richard Martinez Robert Clark Tim Kahn

FN Jim Losi Jim Losi Fran Fisher

IS Rick Pisio Anita Farnholtz

MA Laurie Kerr George Rogers

MS Sue Fry

MT Jim Losi Jim Losi Mary Kirkwood

NS Virginia Luchetti Virginia Luchetti Jim Duncan

OP Bob Coackley Marty Crowningshield Bill Stolz

PA Marty Crowningshield Jerry Edelen

PB Andrea Cuppoletti Rick Scheuerman Cecil Claspell

PE Gregory Olsen Gregory Olsen Jim Losi

HR JH Chang Felita Clark Gary Kaplan

PV Nikolay Zherebrenkov Bruce Nicolai Phil Grove

SR Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman

VE Stephen Busch Robert Issacoulian Michael J. Lauro
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



CALENDAR 
(Many Dates are tentative so pay 

attention for changes) 
 
October 
Saturday 1 
GPS & RADAR class District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Thursday 6- Monday 10 
Fleet Week Offices, San Francisco 
Wharf. 
Thursday 13 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA 
Friday 14- Sunday 16 
Division 3 Delta OPTREX 
Brannan Island, Rio Vista, CA. 
Saturday 22 
Air Safety Workshop. 
CGI, Alameda, CA. 
Thursday 27 
1900 Division Meeting, CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
Friday 29-Saturday 30 
Division 7 OPTREX. Jordanelle 
Reservoir, UT. 
November 
Thursday 10 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Thursday 24 
1900 Division Meeting – CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
December 
Saturday 03 
About Boating Safely class District 
Fire Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Sunday 04 
Division 12 COW.  Pier 29, 1148 
Ballena Blvd, Alameda, CA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to contact us: 
 
e-mail: 
cuppoletti@gmail.com 
 
web page: 
http://wow.uscgaux.info/113-12-91                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: 
Andrea Cuppoletti  
                            

Please take pictures at 
events and operations and 
send them with comments or 
with articles to Andrea 
(cuppoletti@gmail.com) so 
that can be published on our 
newsletter. 
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WEB SITE CALENDAR ADDRESSES 
 

FLOTILLA 12-91 
HTTP://USCGAUX.INFO/113-12-91/CALENDAR 

 
DIVISION 12 

HTTP://WWW.A11312.USCGAUX.INFO/ 
 

DISTRICT 11 NR  
HTTP://OPS.D11NUSCGAUX.INFO/CALENDAR/DISTRICT.HTML 

 
 

DIVISION MEETINGS ARE HELD ON COAST GUARD ISLAND 
IN ROOM 35 OR IN THE BANNERS CLUB 
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