
    The           

  Even Keel 
Formerly known as “Niner-One”

 
Division 12 relaunched its 
annual OPTREX (Operational 
Training Exercise) at the small 
boat pier on CGI (Coast Guard 
Island) and Flotilla 12-91 was a 
major part and contributor. 
There were four vessels 
participating including two from 
12-91, Melody and Sweetwater 
skippered by Bob Coackley 
and Marty Crowningshield 
respectively. The exercise was 
supported by the 
communications crew led by 
Bob Torio, Division 12's 
communications staff officer 
located on the ACV (Auxiliary 
Communications Vehicle). 

 
Ramp to the small boat pier on CGI.  

The OPTREX opened on 
Saturday June 25th to a 
gloriously bright and warm day  

 
with calm waters, ideal for 
practicing the skills required for 
boat crew qualification. Across 
from CGI at the Grand St Boat 
Ramp in Alameda, the other 
two vessels, Gloriana and 
Pepito, skippered by Nancy 
Schimmelman of 12-1 and Sue 
Fry of 1-7 prepared to meet up 
with their assigned QE 
(qualification examiner) Bob 
Peterson. Congratulations to 
Nancy for successfully 
requalifying for Coxswain and 
to Gwen Hammer and Duane 
Blackwell also of 12-1 for 
requalifying for Boat Crew. 
Laurie Kerr spent the day on 
Gloriana crewing for Nancy. 
Back on CGI members were 
participating in training 
exercises both dockside and on 
the water to prepare for boat 
crew examinations on  
Sunday. Melody ran several 
towing evolutions, towing 
Sweetwater and honing the 
skills of the crews and 
candidates. In all there were 
approximately 25 members 
participating in the event, some 
of which have had years of on 
the water experience and 
others who were just starting  

 
out. The crews showed 
outstanding teamwork in 
preparing the qualification 
candidates while at the same 
introducing the basic concepts 
to the new boat crew trainees.  
 

 
Coxswain Bob Coackley planning training 

evolution with the crew on board of 
Melody.  

 
Several shore side activities 
were taking place. Jim Losi was 
helping members with his 
favorite subject, mandated 
training, while Virginia Luchetti 
and Rick and Georgie 
Scheuerman were reviewing 
sign-off books and provided 
training on PPE (Personal 
Protective Equipment), knots 
and charts. The team over on 
the ACV, which included Bob 
Torio, Peter Todebush and Stu 
Langs were busy handling 
communications with the four 
vessels and Station San 
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Francisco. This was the first 
time the ACV was used for this 
purpose adding a new level of 
training to the exercise. Thanks 
to you all for supporting these 
efforts. 
 

 
Greg Olsen at the helm of Melody during 

training session at CGI.  
 
On Sunday morning we awoke 
to another glorious day for 
training and qualifications. Both 
Melody and Sweetwater were 
at the small boat pier at 0830 to 
meet the candidates and QE, 
who in this case was Curtis 
Han. The plan for Sunday 
morning was devoted to 
qualifications, which included a 
requalification for boat crew by 
Rick Pisio and initial boat crew 
qualification for Greg Olsen 
and Richard Martinez. 
Congratulations to each of you 
for successfully completing 
your qualification. After the 
excitement of the morning 
subsided, the crews headed for 
another meal and conversation 
at the galley. Sunday afternoon 
wrapped up with one more 
towing exercise for the new 
boat crew trainees. 
It looks everyone had a great 
time and learned a few new 
things, including myself. The 
Division is planning this as an 
annual event and hopefully will 
grow attracting new 
participants. Next year, we are 
going to start on Friday June 
23rd and continue through 

Sunday June 25th to 
accommodate more members 
and qualification exams. 
Starting in January 2017 a boat 
crew academy will be offered 
by the Division for members 
interested in becoming boat 
crew qualified building a pool of 
candidates. Specifics will be 
made available as the program 
comes together. In the 
meantime, mark the weekend 
of June 23rd to join us at CGI 
for a great time on the water, 
fun and camaraderie. Thanks 
to everyone who participated in 
this year's event. See you on 
the next edition of Division 12 
OPTREX . 

 
It was another productive and 
fun year at the San Ramon Art 
and Wind Festival.  Along with 
receiving about a dozen class 
and new member signups we 
had the honor of being the first 
flotilla to use the ACV (Auxiliary 
Communications Vehicle) for a 
PA event.  Not only was it a 
draw for the public but the air 
conditioner provided a 
welcome break from the heat.   
 

 
The stand of Flotilla 12-91 being visited by  

the general public.  
 
Though our location wasn’t 
ideal, our proximity to the fire 

department booth provided an 
unexpected opportunity for a 
future PA event.  
 

 
As usual, the diorama was a big hit with 

the kids and Georgie went above and 
beyond providing countless 

demonstrations in 90+ degree heat..  
 
 A representative requested 
our participation in the San 
Ramon Emergency 
Preparedness Fair on 
September 24th and we gladly 
accepted.  This is a half day 
event and more information will 
be forthcoming. Please mark 
the date on your calendar and 
plan to attend if you can. 
As in previous years, the key to 
our success was our highly 
dedicated group of watch 
standers many of whom 
worked two full days.  Their 
hard work and commitment 
was very much appreciated.  
Next year, however, we owe 
them a break and need to 
increase flotilla participation.  
Please let me know if you have 
any suggestions.   
 

 
 

FSO PA Report 

By Kellie Fletcher 
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On April 2, The flotilla held GPS 
for Mariners with Radar 
Navigation to three students.  
Virginia and Nikolay assisted 
Greg Olsen with the class to 
learn how to run that course, so 
we now have 5 instructors able 
to teach the course.   
On April 7, Greg Olsen and 
Rick Scheuerman taught the 
Youth Program at the 
Richmond YMCA to 93 parents 
and kids.  Of course the 
number one question of the 
boys was whether a shark will 
eat them if they are in the 
water.   
On May 11 Greg Olsen and 
Stan Douglas taught GPS for 
Mariners with Radar Navigation 
to one student.  It was a 
disappointing turnout with two 
no-shows. 
On June 11 Greg Olsen and 
Bob Coackley taught About 
Boating Safely to three 
students.  Ron Ouimette and 
Dick McSorley participated in 
the class and received 
instructor trainee hours.  They 
were a big help with ATONs 
and sound signals in Chapter 3.  
Only two of the three students 
graduated since one student 
had to leave due to a babysitter 
issue.  Greg Olsen then met 
with the student on the 
following Thursday to cover the 
final three chapters and 
administer the test.  That 
student also graduated.  She is 
fully prepared to give her father 
a hard time on the fire 
extinguishers on his boat not 
being mounted. 

We have About Boating Safely 
coming up on July 16.  Our 
FSO-CS has set up our flotilla 
home page with our course 
schedule. 
The courses listed will link to 
the flyers.  Program Visitors 
can print to PDF the flyers, print 
the PDFs at Office Depot with 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Association discount card, and 
take the flyers on their visits to 
be posted.  We need to get out 
the word on the courses.  We 
compete with flotilla 05-07 for 
students in the area. 

 
We Make a Difference 
We started out this year with 
our first PATON (Private Aids 
to Navigation) exercise March 
31st.  Stan Douglas, John 
Bogert and I went out on my 
sailboat to check the lights at 
the entrance to Brickyard Cove 
Marina, Southampton Shoal 
Buoys, and the four mooring 
buoys at Anchorage 6 by the 
east span of the San Francisco 
Bay Bridge.  As you can see by 
the photo, some of the 
Anchorage 6 buoys were 
covered with sea growth which 
makes it impossible to identify 
them by their assigned letter. 
 

 
Mooring Buoy B in Anchorage 6.  

On April 2nd, Peter Todebush 
and I went on a Land Mobile 
Patrol to check two PATONS 
and two bridges in the delta.  
Peter monitored the radio and 
was in contact with Station San 
Francisco while I took photos 
and checked the condition of 
the bridges.  Just as we 
finished checking the BNSF 
Railroad Bridge by Orwood, 
Peter heard a train whistle.  
Sure enough, the train went 
over the bridge while we were 
there. 
Richard Martinez was kind 
enough to take his boat so that 
John Bogert and I could check 
several of the delta buoys in 
Broad Slough and around 
Sherman Island.  On this 
PATON exercise, we only 
checked the buoys that have 
no lights.  We found that most 
of the PATONS were either in 
the wrong location due to 
drifting, or were in disrepair due 
to bird fouling or other damage.   
  

 
Seagulls on a buoy in Broad Slough.  

 
On Friday, June 24th, 
Coxswain Bill Yawn of 05-01 
too John Bogert, Aid Verifier 
Trainee, and I went out on 
patrol to check the security 
buoys at the Richmond Long 
Wharf.  This is the wharf where 
the large tanker ships tie up 
when they are in port. 

FSO-PE Report 

By Greg Olsen 

FSO-NS Report 

By Virginia Luchetti  
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It’s located just south of the 
Richmond – San Rafael Bridge.  
There are a total of 26 buoys 
around the wharf.  Thirteen are 
on the south side, and thirteen 
are on the north side.  They 
buoys are spaced 
approximately 300 feet apart.  
They keep boats from getting 
too close to the pier.  I’m 
pleased to report that all 13 
buoys were in place, and in 
good condition.  See the photo 
below which shows that some 
of the buoys are brand new. 
 

 
A security buoy off the Richmond Long 

Wharf.  
 
When John, Stan Douglas and 
I checked the buoys last year, 
only two of the thirteen were in 
place and in good condition.  
Most of the buoys were 
missing.   As you can tell from 
the photo, one of the buoys 
was damaged and sinking.  
After our report last year, the 
security staff at the wharf 
corrected the situation by 
getting and installing new 
buoys.  It is rewarding to know 
that our work makes a 
difference. 
Kudos to John Bogert, Stan 
Douglas, Richard Martinez and 
Peter Todebush in our 
important work together to 
check the Private Aids to 
Navigation. 

 

 
I thought about including a 
warning label with this article: 
“This isn’t your typical 
newsletter story. “  In many 
ways, it isn’t.  Instead, it is a 
brief article expressing 
appreciation and gratitude to all 
of you for having completed 
your Mandated Training.  Our 
Flotilla has achieved a 100% 
member completion rate 
amongst all “active” members 
of the Mandated Training 
courses.  That is a stunning 
completion rate and an even 
more stunning achievement.  If 
we include all members, you 
have achieved a 68% 
completion rate of MT courses.  
I have been told by our VFC, 
Virginia Luchetti, that she is so 
incredibly proud of all of you for 
your commitment and 
dedication to not only the 
Auxiliary, but also the 
completion of your MT.  “This 
has been an incredibly 
important milestone for our 
Flotilla,” says Virginia. Thank 
you again for all of your hard 
work in completing your MT.  It 
is a hurdle you have vaulted to 
ensure the continuation of our 
Flotilla 12-91 mission in an 
uninterrupted manner.  Your 
performance has also been 
noted by your Division 12 
leaders as well as your leaders 
at the District level. All of you 
made my job as FSO-MT easy 
because of your positive 
attitude and your dive to the 
finish line.  I can’t thank you 
enough and I am inspired by 
each and every one of you. 
A big Bravo Zulu to all of you! 

 
Hello Shipmates. When I 
volunteered to fill the position of 
FSO-VE I was still in AP status.   
With patience and the help of 
Flotilla members, especially 
Virginia, Stan, Bob, and Jim, 
BQ status arrived and the 
online training completed to 
become a Vessel Examiner. 
With Marty, Andrea, and 
Virginia’s mentoring, I learned 
how to approach boat owners 
so they would be willing and 
appreciate a Vessel Safety 
Check and hopefully become 
more aware of safe boating 
practices. 
 

 
    FSO-VE Steve Busch setting up a 

Vessel Safety Check station sign. 
 
I feel we have a strong group of 
VE’s in our flotilla and 
appreciate the time and effort 
each member puts in.  My 
favorite experience was 
working with Greg Olson and 
the Invasive Species 
Inspection team early in the 
morning at Del Valle Regional 
Park, as the boaters and 
kayakers lined up to be 
checked before launching. 
    We are almost at our goal of 
100 VSC’s for this year and we 
still have a VE day scheduled 
at Laurentzin Yacht Harbor on 
July 23rd. 

FSO-MT Report 

By Jim Losi 

FSO-VE report 

By Steve Busch 
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In April, three Flotilla 12-91 
members drove up to Lake 
Shasta to attend the Antlers 
OPTREX (Operational Training 
Exercise).  Antlers is one of the 
many resorts along the Lake 
Shasta shoreline.  John Bogert, 
Andrea Cuppoletti and I arrived 
at the Antlers Resort 
Wednesday, April 27th.   
By Thursday morning, we were 
all assigned to different boats 
and had excellent coaching 
while we completed stern-tows, 
crew overboard recovery, and 
side-tows.  After lunch on 
Thursday, we all went out again 
in the afternoon to practice 
more towing, anchoring, and 
crew overboard evolutions.  
Andrea was assigned to a boat 
named “Red Jet”.  At the end of 
the day, he had the biggest 
smile after driving that boat! 
 

 
Auxiliary vessel “Red Jet” leaving the dock 

for a QE session. 
Thursday evening was busy 
with one-hour TCT (Team 
Coordination Training), OPS 
Workshop (a review of the 
Operational Rules and 
Regulations), and a short night 
SAR operation.  Friday and 
Saturday were the days we 
took turns achieving our official 
Crew Qualification.  This 
required an oral and a practical 

on-the-water examination.  By 
Saturday lunchtime, we had all 
become officially Crew 
Qualified.  It was time for more 
fun!   
 

 
Towing evolution on Lake Shasta. 

 
One of the Qualifying 
Examiners invited us out on his 
boat for a tour of beautiful Lake 
Shasta.  We all took turns 
driving the boat and “rescuing” 
any stray plastic bottles or 
styrofoam coffee cups that 
were floating on the water.  
Saturday evening was the 
celebration barbeque with lots 
of laughter, stories and 
fellowship.   
 

 
I recently had a very 
embarrassing experience while 
attending a US Coast Guard 
Auxiliary event that I would like 
to share with you.   What you 
are about to read comes under 
heading of “Don’t let this 
happen to you” or “Learn from 
my mistake.” 
I’ve always taken great pride in 
wearing the US Coast Guard 
auxiliary uniform.  Over the 
past three years, I have the 
opportunity to serve aboard 

several US Coast Guard 
cutters alongside active duty 
personnel.  In fact, in each of 
those three years I have 
served, I have had over 700 
operational hours serving 
alongside our gold side 
brethren.  Some of those hours 
have been spent undergoing 
uniform inspections, whether it 
be our ODU or Trops or even 
the dress uniform.  I have 
learned many of the do’s and 
don’ts of wearing the uniform 
properly and I feel like I have 
arrived at a level of proficiency 
that I’m quite proud of. 
However recently, I made a 
mistake. 
Several weeks ago while I was 
serving aboard the US Coast 
Guard Cutter Aspen while 
underway and on patrol, I 
received an official Aspen 
cover.  Needless to say, it was 
an incredibly proud moment.  It 
was representative of and 
symbolic of being a part of the 
crew and being a part of 
something very important to 
me.  It was a distinct honor to 
receive it.  BOSN Caraway 
presented the Aspen cover to 
me during one of the crew’s 
early morning musters.  BOSN 
Caraway then went on to tell 
me that since I’m an official 
member of the Aspen crew, I 
would now be authorized to 
wear my new ASPEN cover 
while serving.   
Well that wasn’t 100% 
accurate.  You see while I was 
attending the Annual Art & 
Wind Festival as supported by 
Flotilla 12-91, I wore my highly 
coveted ASPEN cover and not 
the Auxiliary cover.  That was 
the mistake and here is why. 
Section D.3.b. Auxiliary Ball 

Antlers OPTREX 

By Virginia Luchetti 

Learn from my 

mistakes. Wear your 

uniform correctly 

By Jim Losi 
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Cap of the Auxiliary manual 
states: 
“The principal consideration 
about Auxiliarists’ wear of a unit 
ball cap is that they must be 
authorized to wear it by the unit 
Commanding Officer. 
Recurring support is a key 
aspect of the command’s 
authorization to wear a unit ball 
cap. Such authorization 
normally results from recurring 
support provided by an 
Auxiliarist directly to the unit, 
effectively earning command 
recognition as a crew member.”  
Fantastic, I met that 
requirement. 
“Although an Auxiliarist may 
live in proximity to a Coast 
Guard unit, that alone does not 
provide justification to wear that 
unit’s ball cap.  There must be 
an element of direct and 
recurring support, as defined 
by the command.” I knew that! 
“Further, like active duty and 
Reserve personnel, a unit ball 
cap is only worn while assigned 
to that unit. This means that 
once an Auxiliarist ceases 
recurring support of the unit, 
their authorization to wear the 
unit ball cap also ends.”  No 
worries, I continue aboard the 
ASPEN every week.  
The manual goes on to say, “If 
an Auxiliarist is authorized by a 
Coast Guard command to wear 
the unit ball cap, then that cap 
may be worn in lieu of the 
Auxiliary ball cap with any 
uniform and for any associated 
activity for which a ball cap is 
authorized. A key exception to 
this provision is that if an 
Auxiliarist is authorized to wear 
a unit ball cap, such wear shall 
not extend to activities 
involving interaction with the 
public. This is to ensure that an 

Auxiliarist is not mistaken by 
the public as an active duty or 
Reserve member of a Coast 
Guard unit with commensurate 
authority.”  Oops! 
So what happened?  My 
infraction was brought to my 
attention by Commodore 
Thomas.  I can’t begin to 
express or muster the words to 
share with you just how 
embarrassed I was.  I 
explained the situation to him 
and said it would never happen 
again.  You see, I assumed I 
could wear the Aspen cover all 
the time.  Secondly, I was really 
sloppy.  I really should’ve 
known better.  With all the 
experience I’ve had over the 
past three years in particular, I 
should’ve known better.  So I 
learned an invaluable lesson. 
Hopefully you will have learned 
through my mistake. 
In closing, being able to wear 
the US Coast Guard uniform, 
regardless of what variation it 
is, is a distinct honor.  It is our 
responsibility as members of 
the auxiliary to wear the 
uniform with honor and pride 
and worn correctly. Before 
attending any auxiliary event or 
Gold Side event, look in the 
mirror. Make absolutely certain 
you are wearing your uniform 
properly.  If your uniform is 
faded, don’t wear it.  Wear a 
uniform that is crisp and the 
shade of blue it should be.  If 
your uniform is dirty, don’t wear 
it.  Clean it first.  If your boots 
are not shined, don’t wear them 
until they are shined.  Lastly, if 
you are in doubt about a 
uniform item, don’t assume, 
and refer to your Auxiliary 
manual. 
Over the next couple of 
months, Greg Olsen we’ll be 

providing uniform training in a 
variety of different forms 
regarding a variety of different 
uniform topics.  I think you will 
find those sessions to be 
helpful. 
 

 
Flotilla members Georgie and 
Rick Scheuerman participated 
in the Novato Independence 
Day Parade as part of the 
District Honor Guard. The 
Honor Guard lead The Pacific 
Strike Team in the Parade. 
 

 
Georgie and Rick Scheuerman as part of 

the honor guard. 
 

 

Novato Independence 

Day Parade 

By Rick Scheuerman 
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Upcoming Events 
Flotilla 12-91 meetings are held the second Thursday of every month at 7 PM in the San 
Ramon Fire District Offices in San Ramon 
Division 12 meetings are the fourth Thursday of every month at 1900 in Room 35 or in the 
Banners Club on Coast Guard Island  
District 11N meetings – See District Website 

 

 

2016 Elected and Appointed Officers 
IPC Stan Douglas COMO Rod Collins

CM Peter Todebush Robert Torio COMO Michael Williams

CS John Bogert Rick Pisio Irene Wetzel

DV Richard Martinez Robert Clark Tim Kahn

FN Jim Losi Joe Cannon Fran Fisher

IS Rick Pisio Anita Farnholtz

MA Laurie Kerr George Rogers

MS Sue Fry

MT Jim Losi Jim Losi Mary Kirkwood

NS Virginia Luchetti Virginia Luchetti Jim Duncan

OP Bob Coackley George Prows Bill Stolz

PA Kellie Fletcher Marty Crowningshield Jerry Edelen

PB Andrea Cuppoletti Rick Scheuerman Cecil Claspell

PE Gregory Olsen Gregory Olsen Jim Losi

HR JH Chang Felita Clark Gary Kaplan

PV Nikolay Zherebrenkov Bruce Nicolai Phil Grove

SR Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman Georgie Scheuerman

VE Stephen Busch Robert Issacoulian Michael J. Lauro

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALENDAR 
(Many Dates are tentative so pay 

attention for changes) 
July 
Thursday 14 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA 
Saturday 16 
About Boating Safely class District 
Fire Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 23 
2nd Annual BBQ and Vessel Safety 
Check. Luritzen Yacht Harbor, 
Oakley, CA.  
Thursday 28 
1900 Division Meeting, CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
Friday 29-Saturday 30 
Division 7 OPTREX. Jordanelle 
Reservoir, UT. 
August 
Thursday 11 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 13 
GPS and RADAR class. District Fire 
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 13-Sunday 14 
Division 1 OPTREX. San Rafael, 
CA. 
Thursday 25 
1900 Division Meeting – CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
September 
Thursday 8 
1900 Flotilla Meeting - District Fire  
Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 10 
About Boating Safely class District 
Fire Offices, San Ramon, CA. 
Saturday 10-Sunday 11 
Division 6 OPTREX. Santa Cruz, 
CA. 
Saturday 17-Sunday 18 
PCA Fair. CGI, Alameda, CA. 
Thursday 22 
1900 Division Meeting CGI, 
Alameda, CA. 
Friday 23-Saturday 24-Sunday 25 
Division 5 OPTREX. Bodega Bay, 
CA. 
Saturday 24 
San Ramon Valley Emergency 
Preparedness. San Ramon, CA. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to contact us: 
 
e-mail: 
cuppoletti@gmail.com 
 
web page: 
http://wow.uscgaux.info/113-12-91                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: 
Andrea Cuppoletti  
                            

Please take pictures at 
events and operations and 
send them with comments or 
with articles to Andrea 
(cuppoletti@gmail.com) so 
that can be published on our 
newsletter. 
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                                          FLOTILLA 12-91 
                      HTTP://USCGAUX.INFO/113-12-91/CALENDAR 
 
                                           DIVISION 12  
                             HTTP://WWW.A11312.USCGAUX.INFO/ 
 
                                   DISTRICT 11 NR CALENDAR 
             HTTP://OPS.D11NUSCGAUX.INFO/CALENDAR/DISTRICT.HTML 
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DIVISION MEETINGS ARE HELD ON COAST GUARD ISLAND 

IN ROOM 35 OR IN THE BANNERS CLUB 
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