[image: image1.png]


[image: image7.jpg]








[image: image2.png]








March 2012
Flotilla Commander’s Report
We are pleased to welcome our newest members Farhan Syed & Tim Malone!

Both Farhan & Tim participated in our most recent ABS course, along with Bob Masters & Frank Rojas, and two members of the general public.  Thanks to Mike Parages for setting us up with the use of the 18th District Police Station; the location and facility were great.  They’ve welcomed us to use their facility for more classes.

As many of you are aware, there has been some conflict of late amongst members.  I trust that we will work out these challenges as we move forward and not let disagreements divide us. Our flotilla is a broad and diverse array of people who all have something to contribute, and all are encouraged to share their opinions.  Let’s all remember our Four Cornerstones:  Member Services, Operations and Marine Safety, Recreational Boating Safety and Fellowship, and our Core Values: Honor, Respect, and Devotion to Duty.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the March meeting.

Shelley Markle

Flotilla Commander
Member Anniversaries (March)
Kenneth Dixon (1999), Marc Pullman (2007)

Profiled Member: Marc Pullman (No photo)
During Marc’s service with 39-10, he has made valuable contributions as a guest instructor, committee member, writer, and shipmate. He is in the Boat-Crew training program. He previously served in the U.S. Army Reserve, where he trained as a Medic. He is an accomplished attorney, an avid reader, and a student of survival. He is also a father of two and a proud grandfather of two baby boaters/”Auxiliarists-in-training.”) Marc, thanks for your efforts. We’re glad to have you on our team! 

New Shipmates

Please offer a warm welcome to our newest members: Matt Braun, Estelle Chandler, Ron Haluszcak, Tim Malone, Bob Masters, and  Francisco Rojas. They  bring a wealth of talent and skills to the U.S.C.G. Auxiliary. Welcome to 39-10!

Coast Guard Trivia Bowl
What was the old, unofficial motto of the U.S. Coast Guard?

Writers  Wanted 
[image: image3.wmf]Aspiring writers and photographers are invited to publish their works. Your contributions could make a difference for your shipmates. If you would like to contribute an article or photo, please contact FSO-PB Brent Barker at brentbarkerchicago@yahoo
10th Annual Chicago Maritime Festival
           Feature Article by Brent Barker
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River at Rush Street Bridge  - Group of Ships – Beautiful Engraving, 1910
Image courtesy of chuckmanchicagonolstagia.wordpress.com

On February 25, seafarers and landlubbers got a taste of our maritime heritage at the 10th Annual Chicago Maritime Festival, which was held at the Chicago History Museum. 

Visitors enjoyed a diverse array of exhibits that featured Chicago’s maritime history, underwater archeology, knot-tying demonstrations, nautical artwork, and kids activities. The sea music program featured live performances by  renowned musicians, who performed traditional songs.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary members hosted a public affairs exhibit that attracted many attendees. In a successful joint effort, members of 3 flotillas taught marlinespike seamanship skills to visiting families. Veteran marlinespike experts and novices rubbed elbows as they polished their skills (and learned a few new ones.) Here’s a challenge: Try tying a one-handed bowline around yourself with your eyes closed. 

Special thanks to the following Auxiliarists who helped make this event a success: Robert Bassett & Janice Jones of Flotilla 35-16; Chas Hague of Flotilla 39-2; and Brent Barker of Flotilla 39-10. Additional thanks to Chris Hillas. 
Coast Guard Quote
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“Relationships are built on mutual respect and trust. But respect and trust can only be earned through constant, ongoing, dynamic communication. It is from that type of communication that relationships grow. And once again, everything in leadership comes back to relationships.”
Quote courtesy of Character in Action - The U.S. Coast Guard on Leadership, by Donald T. Phillips, with Adm. James M. Loy, USCG (Ret.)

March 2012 Member Training Issue
Training Reminder: Member Training Resources

Although the Auxiliary offers regularly-scheduled training classes, these form only a part of the courses available to you. Did you know that you can take courses and exams  through the Coast Guard Learning Portal, the Coast Guard Institute, FEMA and others? To learn more, visit the USCG Aux. National training sites: www.cgaux.org/training or http://pdept.cgaux.org/learningPortal.htm. 
Division 39 training information, 
www.cgaux9wr.com/members/mt/member_training_classes.htm 
Hours Reporting: 

Remember: Your efforts to record and submit your hours play an important role in the Coast Guard’s efforts to secure federal funding. It also helps ensure that you receive proper recognition for your hard work. For more information and assistance, please contact the FSO-IS at gary@markle.com. 
For personal assistance, please contact the FSO-MT at brentbarkerchicago@yahoo.com
Did you know…?
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Our flotilla has a special connection to one of the U.S. Coast Guard’s most revered heroes. Seaman First Class Raymond F. O’Malley earned his place in USCG history with a courageous act that is synonymous with the highest traditions of the Coast Guard and our core values. 
On June 13, 1943, he was serving on board the USCG Cutter Escanaba in the North Atlantic, when it was attacked and sunk by a German U-Boat. The cutter exploded and sank within 3 minutes. Despite being pulled under in the freezing water and chaos, Seaman O’Malley never abandoned his shipmates. Having attempted to pull one crewmember to safety, he selflessly gave his own lifejacket to a dying crewmember. As one of only two survivors, he later served on board an LST at D-Day. 
The memory of the USCG Cutter Escanaba is honored each summer at the Coast Guard Festival in Grand Haven, Mi.  Please visit http://www.uscg.mil/history/articles/Escanaba.asp
to learn more. Better yet -Talk to Peter and Michael O’Malley. 
Training Preview: Our Four Cornerstones
Member Services:

“….The first & primary mission of the Auxiliary is to attract, recruit, develop, train, nurture, and retain Auxiliarists for assignment to duty…..”
Recreational Boating Safety:

“….To improve the knowledge, safety skills, and operating environment of recreational boaters….” 

Operations & Marine Safety:

“….mission responsibility for providing resources, personnel, and facilities in support of the operations and marine safety, security, and environmental protection missions, and in support of other Coast Guard missions, when requested….” 
Fellowship:

“….remains an essential ingredient in making any organization of volunteers successful. The Coast Guard recognizes the importance of this aspect of volunteer participation and encourages a close relationship between Auxiliarists and other Coast Guard personnel. Fellowship makes the team work and binds the entire organization together.”(Quoted from the U.S.C.G. Auxiliary Manual)

Training Preview: Our Core Values: By Brent Barker
Former U.S.C.G. Commandant Thad Allen often described our core values as concentric circles. In a 2010 address on leadership, he explained: “Honor is at the center. It’s a compact that you make with yourself on how you’re going to live your life. Respect is the compact you make with those around you. Devotion to duty is the compact you make with your country when you put on this uniform.”
Admiral Allen also shared a nautical metaphor – as a cautionary reminder “….to not get stuck in relative plotting, where you’re at the center of the maneuvering board, and everything revolves around you….” USCG Petty Officer Gail Dale of the USCG Academy produced and edited a series of video clips of Admiral Allen’s messages. To watch a video, please visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFT64isQ9v4
As volunteer members of a military service with strong core values, we are in a unique position. Although we are not subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice, we wear the uniform. We also take an oath of service, and we agree to serve and live by a code. This challenges us to think deeply and act accordingly; to consider the impact that we have on our shipmates and the other people in our lives.  
I’ve always been intrigued by two old words that come from opposite ends of the world: Samurai and Knight. Despite the obvious differences (Japanese and Old English), both words have the same basic meaning, “one who serves.” Regardless of which tradition of service we study (each with its own core values), the core values tend to be very similar.
As Auxiliarists and proud members of the U.S. Coast Guard, we can greatly improve the quality of our lives and our service to others and our country - by finding ways to apply our core values. (The act of writing this has made me acutely aware of my own flaws…) In his book, Living the Martial Way, Forrest E. Morgan identifies three tenets (obligation, justice, and courage) as the foundation of honor. He offers the following advice, which I find useful (still learning…) when considering how to apply our core values of honor, respect, and devotion to duty in daily life:
“Don’t be discouraged if you’ve been dishonorable in the past; we all have….We’ve all failed in our obligations or turned our faces from justice at one time or another. But the past is behind us, it’s a memory, it no longer exists. All we can do now is live as honorably as we can today. Each of us must practice the principles of obligation, justice, and courage until they become second nature…. To develop your own sense of honor, consciously examine each of your social interactions for how the tenets of honor pertain. Use this 3-step process to make honor a way of life: 1.) Determine your obligation; 2.) Weigh the situation for justice; 3.) Take courage and act.”            Forrest E. Morgan, author of Living the Martial Way.
News & Events Calendar

	Feb 5, 12, & 19: ABS Course CPD 18th District Station 1160 N. Larrabee St., Chicago
	May 19: Station Wilmette Open House

	Feb 25: Chicago Maritime Festival, Chicago History Museum
	May 19-25: National Safe Boating Week

	Feb 25: Vessel Examiner Training, 1400 E. 98th St
	May 15-22: NATO Summit

	Mar 3: Program Visitor Training, 1400 E. 98th St
	June 2: VE Blitz, Belmont Harbor

	Mar 17: OPS Workshop for Station Wilmette,  4709 Golf Rd, Skokie (w/1 HR TCT)
	June 16: VE Blitz, Belmont Harbor


March 2012 Flotilla Newsletter Supplement

Professional Development: Recommended Reading

Book Review by Marc Semper Pullman:

Red Sky Mourning.

24 year old Tami Oldham was aboard a 44 foot sailboat with her fiancé in route to San Diego from Tahiti.  When a hurricane hit, her fiancé tethered himself to the helm and sent her below. 27  hours later, Tami awoke from a blackout only to discover a huge gash on her head and her beloved fiancé missing.  After her initial hysteria, Tami did an assessment of the damage to the boat, which  was equally devastating; to-wit: the motor was dead, a shroud wrapped around the rudder hampering its efficiency , sails were missing and the radio was damaged.  Tami was able to jerry rig a 6 foot sail which allowed the boat to move at the modest speed of 2 knots. 

Since she was fortunate to have food and water, Tami’s biggest challenge was to figure out how to navigate herself to land, the closest patch being the   Hawaiian Islands some 1,500 miles away. On one windless day Tami decided to inspect the rudder damage. She let out a 25 foot line from the stern as a safety line to grab in case the wind picked up. She also tied a bowline knot around her waist as an extra precaution. 

As it turned out, Tami’s greatest fortune was that she had paid attention to her finance’s instructions on how to use a sextant and how to plot a navigational course.  By using the sextant (3 times a day) and then referring to  a navigational almanac on board, Tami was able to estimate her approximate location and from that  to create a line of position. That critical information enabled  Tami to set a course that kept her  at a latitude of 18 degrees north. This course would give her injured vessel  the advantage of  a north equatorial current, as well as   a more favorable shipping lane, which could enhance the chance of being seen.  When she needed to  go below to sleep, Tami lashed the helm to the desired bearing and then continued to monitor her course the next day. 

After 41 days of painful solitude, during which thoughts of suicide  sometimes invaded her psyche, Tami was finally  observed  and then rescued by a Japanese ship.

Tami was devastated by the loss of her beloved fiancé for whom she mourned;   and so the  title of the book is a take off on an ancient mariner’s  phrase “red sky at morning” . The rhyme reads :“ red sky at night, sailor’s delight; red sky at morning, sailor take warning.”  It was a rule of thumb for weather forecasting, dating back over 2,000 years, based on the reddish glow of the morning or evening sky, caused by haze or clouds related to storms in the region.  A reddish sunrise, caused by particles suspended in the air, often foreshadows an approaching storm, which will be arriving from the west, within the day. Conversely, a reddish sunset often indicates that a storm system is on the east side (opposite the sunset), travelling away from the viewer. 

As part of her grieving  process, Tami eventually went on an aggressive speaking tour.  Realizing how fortunate she was 
that her fiancé took the time to teach her important safety measures, Tami used this opportunity to  admonish fellow 
boaters to take the time to master the use of all equipment on board. The Auxiliary’s  Boat Crew Seamanship Manual tells us that the ability to think clearly under duress and to proficiently use available equipment can make the difference between life and death.Tami is living proof of the validity of this Coast Guard philosophy. 
Marc Pullman, is a 5-year member of Flotilla 39-10. He has a keen interest in survival stories and their instructive value for Auxiliarists. He served in the U.S. Army Reserve, where he trained as a Medic. He is an active participant in the Boat Crew  training program.He is a licensed attorney, and he works in the Chicago area. 
The U.S. Coast Guard Reading List
"Professional service is a fundamental expectation of all Coast Guard men and women. It requires a thorough understanding of contemporary issues facing our service, demonstration of effective leadership in our duties, and a strong appreciation of our heritage. The Coast Guard Reading List helps us maintain this desired attribute by providing a common learning experience built on relevant topics, some selected by our Service’s senior leaders, others recommended by our Shipmates."         - ADM Bob Papp
The U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of Leadership & Professional Development maintains a reading list to help us build and expand our knowledge and skills. In their description of this 
“living reading list,” they remind us that “the reading list provides a tool for individual professional growth, taking into account that responsibility for professional development rests simultaneously on each individual, his or her unit, and our service.” 
To view the U.S. Coast Guard Reading List, please click on the link: www.uscg.mil/leadership/resources/readinglist.asp

“Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are readers.”    

· Harry S. Truman
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