District Flight Safety Officer (DFSO) 

The District Flight Safety officer (DFSO) is an advisor to the aviation staff and to the District Commodore for safety of flight issues. The DFSO’s responsibilities include working with the DSO-AV in evaluating the safety of District aviation programs and procedures, developing and implementing an aviation incident plan and being a member of the District Aviation Board. The DFSO reports directly to the District Commodore on these matters and on overall safety of Auxiliary flight issues. Further information on District staff positions is found in the Auxiliary Manual, COMDTINST M16790.1 (series).

DFSO’s are responsible for implementing the Aviation Safety Program within the district. They are also responsible for communicating details of the program to the divisions and flotillas with aircraft facilities. The DFSO shall advise the District Commodore and DSO-AV on all aviation safety matters. Communicating with all elements participating in the Auxiliary Aviation Program is a major function of the DFSO, including coordinating aviation program safety issues with the National Flight Safety officer (BC-OAS).

The DFSO shall be a current Auxiliary AC and, when practicable, a FAA certified flight instrument instructor (CFII). Candidates for DFSO shall show a personal dedication to flight safety and a willingness to work throughout the district on this program.

The DFSO shall:

Act as District Commodore’s representative and advisor on all aviation safety matters. The DFSO promotes, monitors, and reports on safety matters.

Inform the District Commodore and DSO-AV on the status of the Auxiliary’s Aviation Safety Program.

Apprise the BC-OAS on all aspects of the program’s status within the district, including aviation mishaps.

Be thoroughly familiar with the Aviation Safety Program as outlined in this annex.

Communicate with FAA Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs) and Aviation Safety Counselors (ASCs). Support FAA sponsored safety seminars by personal participation and by urging all Auxiliary aviators to participate. DFSOs can obtain the names of ASIs and ASCs from FAA flight standards or the Flight Standards District Offices (FSDOs), airport managers, fixed base operators, or FAA flight service stations. DFSOs are encouraged to become ASCs.

Distribute aviation safety literature to the widest readership possible. Submit safety articles for district newsletters and urge Auxiliarist's to contribute.

Arrange for Auxiliarist's to participate in appropriate Coast Guard and other FAA/military safety seminars and training whenever possible.

Communicate the latest FAA air traffic control information to Auxiliarists.

Encourage instrument flight qualification and maintenance of instrument currency.

Exchange aviation safety information in a timely manner with other agencies and organizations having similar aircraft, equipment, and missions. The DFSO shall liaison with the order-issuing air station FSO, the National Auxiliary flight safety branch chief, other Auxiliary units, and Commandant (G-OCX) as necessary to share critical safety information.

Emphasize the following to all Auxiliary aviators:
· Strict pilot attention to the dangers of low speed, low altitude circling, emphasize the effect

   of bank angle on stall speed.

· The minimum altitudes as specified in current directives.

· Importance of rest periods and requirements on alcohol consumption.  Care and use of 

   emergency equipment.

· Day, night, and instrument limitations.

· FAR equipment requirements for instrument flight.

· Value of using FAA air traffic control facilities on Auxiliary missions.  Importance of 
   maintaining communications during SAR missions.

·    The purpose and importance of filing a flight plan, conducting a preflight check, and 
   using checklists.

·    The review and analysis of Auxiliary mishaps with attention to lessons to be learned.

·    CRM principals.

·    Runway incursion hazards associated with ground operations.  

·    The effects of spatial disorientation.

·    Encourage an understanding of the various classes of airspace and the requirements for 
   operating in these areas.  
The DFSO should liaison with the order-issuing air station to ensure the Auxiliary is covered by the cognizant Pre-Mishap Plan. Flotillas, unit commanders, Directors, the FAA, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), local law enforcement, military SAR units, and airport management where Auxiliary aircraft operate are good sources for pre-mishap plan input. See the Safety and Environmental Health Manual, COMDTINST M5100.47 (series), for Pre-Mishap Plan guidance.

The DFSO has the same rank device as a DSO, however the position is treated within the district as an ADSO position for funding and reporting etc.  The DFSO reports to the Commodore on the matters related to the safety of the Auxiliary aviation program, but has a very heavy dotted line reporting relationship to the DSO-AV and must maintain a good relationship with the DSO-AV.  The DFSO is appointed by the Commodore and approved by the Director of Auxiliary. 
