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February 20: Flotilla Meeting
March 20: Flotilla Meeting
April 17: Flotilla Meeting

To enhance communication between our
flotilla and the public, we now have a new phone
number with automated answering.
Please make a note of it!

727-279-5426

The Coast Cutter is published by:
Ernest J Cannon, II, FSO-PB
e-mail: Ecanno2@live.spcollege.edu

January 2023
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State of the Flotilla

The first order of business this year was to properly staff the flotilla and fill long vacant FSO po-
sitions. Thanik you to Joe Visov sky, Flotilla Staff Officer-Communications (FSO-CM) and Flotilla Staff
Officer-Communication Services (FSO-CS), Mike Vaughn, Flotilla Staff Officer-Program Visitations
(FSOPV), and Bob Gailey, Flotilla Staff Officer-Public Education (FSO-PE) and Flotilla Staff Officer-
Vessel Examinations (FSO-VE) for generously volunteering to take on these vital roles. We still need to
ill the aritical Flotilla Staff O fficer-Information Systems (FSO-IS) position. If anyone is interested
please let me know

The next order of business was to clean out and inventory the flotilla storage locker. Your audit
commitiee of Tom Luncher, Roman Jarmula, and me spent the beter part of a weekend accounting for
flotilla assets and organizing the locker. It is now accessible and well-organized, One objective of the
effort was to make PV, FE and VE materials easily accessible. All brochures, official forms and other
items have been removed from storage and relocated to a newly acquired shelf unit at the American Le-
gion. They are now accessible at flotilla meetings and during Legion office hours (Mo-Fr, 10am-2pm)

Finally, in order to prepare for the long anticipated resumption of boating safety classes Bob Gai-
ley and Tom Luncher mounted the flotilla big-screen television upstairs at the American Legion Post. It
will be used to present the Boat America Safe Boating Course Powerpoint slides

In an effortto give our flotilla direction and establish some momentum I've started a list of goals
for our flctilla to achieve this year. Please feel free to send me an email to add to this list

1) Accept Joe Visovsky's generous donation to our flotilla of his communications trailer and re-
certifying it as a USCG Facility.

2) Add two qualified radio watchstanders to the flotilla
3) Re-establish our public education boating safety classes.

4)Re-establish flotilla online presence by updating our website and Facebook page.

5) Encourage fellowship by having semi-annual flotilla picnics instead of one annual event,
6) Increase community involvement by participating in quarterly beach cleanups

7) Increase the number of qualified boat crew, currently at three, by 33%.

8) Increase membership, currently at 29, by 10%.

9) Earn the NACO Three-star Award for Diversity
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Flotilla Staff Officer Repor:
Communications: Joseph Visovsky, FSO-C|
o Report
Communication Services Report: Joseph Visovsky, FSO-CS:
~Our unit's website has been subimitted for national approval, and the National IT Group has reviewed the site and found itin
compliance with national standards
-Our website now qualifies for inclusion into, and has been added to the National Flotilla Finder making it visible to members
of the public who do a search for flotillas in our area
-Of major importance, I have updated our website calendar and also added six months of boating safety courses
L have been asked by Web Compliance of the National IT Group, User Support and Services Directotate to becorne a metnber
of the web reviewers team. [ am in the process of being on-boarded,

iver ity Report: Constantine Beyko, FSO-D!
~No report.
Human Resources Report: Art Chelsey, FSO-HR:
- Reached out to several aspiring members and we are working with them
Information Services Report: Vacant, FSO-IS:
- No report
Materials Report: Joe Tartaglia, FSO-MA:
~No report.
Marine Safety Report: Tom Luncher, FSO-MS:

~FSO-MS report for February 2023
- Re-subrmitted my application for my Marine Safety Traiting Ribbon
- Plan on participating in abeach cleanup on Dunedin Cavseway on March 4th
- Collecting red tide water samples
Member Training: Tom Maloof, FC:
~ Tom Malaof passed his oral board exam and is now awatchstander a Station Sand Key.

- New member Jeff Robinson is beginning Core Training and BQCIL
- Try Knot has participated in two training patrols alongside active duty CG boats and crews
- Three qualified boat crew mernbers will go REYR for not getting their annual hours
- We are having to solicit boat crew from outside the division in order to staff patrols

Only one of the four members in Approval Pending (AP) status has shown interest in upgrading to Basically Qualified (BQ)
Finance Report: Gary Davis, FSO-FN/OPS:

- The Finance report was given & the meeting.

Public Affairs Report: Joan Jennings, FSO-PA:

o report.

Publications Report: ErnestJ. Cannon, 11, FSO-PB:

- The Cutter was published.

Public Education Report: Bob Gailey, FSO-PE:

No report,

Program Visitor Report: Mike Vaughn, FSO-PV:

~Currently seeking new program visitors in our Area of Responsibility (AOR) that is ot covered. New flotilla members and
transferring members will be taking Program Visitor (PV) certification testing

~Looking forward to opening new marine locations with newly certified PVs

-Haye hat some new members interested in becoming program visitors having challenges logging onto testing site.
Secretary Report: Joan Jennings, FC, FSO-PA/SR:

- o report.

Vessel Examinations Report: Bob Gailey, FSO-VE

“Exarmined 168 boats for the month of January.

Navigation Services Repart: Vacant, FS
No report.
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Member awards

Members Mike Vaughn and Roman Jarmula receive awards for vessel examinations.

Photos courtesy of Ernest Cannon.
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