
 

Navigating the US Coast Guard Auxiliary 

 
Congratulations on your decision to join the USCG Auxiliary and embody the volunteer spirit of the United 
States.  For many new members, being a member of the Auxiliary satisfies that innate desire to be part of 



“something bigger than yourself”.  For that, Team Coast Guard is grateful you decided that WE were an 
organization worthy of your desire to help promote the Recreational Boating Safety message in your local 
community. 

YOU COMPLETED YOUR ENROLLMENT PAPERWORK, WHAT’S NEXT? 

At this point, you have made a commitment to be part of a local flotilla. Hopefully, your flotilla has 
assigned a mentor to guide you for your first few months. A mentor is a member who has like interests 
with the Auxiliary and is someone with whom you can identify as a partner who wants to see you 
succeed. 

The first few months in the Auxiliary can seem daunting with the unfamiliar whirlwind of nautical language, 
positions, insignia, and acronyms. REMEMBER….all 24,000 members of the Auxiliary from the National 
Commodore to your own flotilla mates started out just like you!!!   

Your Enrollment Package has been submitted to the responsible Director of the Auxiliary (DIRAUX) for 
your area.  The DIRAUX will screen your enrollment and submit your information to a background 
check.  This background check is equivalent to the NCIC III process that many law enforcement agencies 
use. Typically, these background checks take less than 30 days to complete.   

Once your local DIRAUX gets a favorable report, they will assign you a seven-digit Auxiliary Member ID 
Number and you will be assigned the status of “Application Pending” (AP). Your flotilla will be tracking to 
see when your member ID number has been issued; once that occurs, you can begin training. 

Your new Member ID number also enables you to get a password for the Auxiliary's national website. 
That password opens doors. While some of the national website is open to the public, most of it is 
secured in the Member Zone. Click on the key icon to get your new password! 

  

There's a handy little document called Member Passport that is available for download and use. This will 
help you get oriented in your new flotilla. Alongside is a link that demystifies our many abbreviations, 
acronyms and terms. Click on an icon below to view. 

      

https://auxofficer.cgaux.org/auxoff/activate/new_password.php
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/Passport.pdf
http://www.d1south.org/auxhumanresources/new-member-resources/04_coast-guard-auxiliary-acronyms.pdf


TRAINING  

In the first few months of membership, your primary responsibility and goal is to complete the required 
training that was discussed during your enrollment process.  We encourage you to get this training 
completed within the first 90 days.  Doing so will allow you to proceed with training in programs that most 
attracted you to the organization.  You cannot move out of “AP” Status until you have completed the 
training outlined below. 

Safe Boating Course - If you have not had a Safe Boating Course (Auxiliary, state, local, or commercial) 
prior to joining the Auxiliary, we will provide one for you. It only lasts one day. Work with your mentor and 
flotilla leaders to get yourself scheduled for this baseline training. 

Core Training – Just like the active and reserve members of the Coast Guard, Auxiliary Volunteers are 
also required to complete Core Training. Core Training is made up of six online and open-book 
tests.  They include Workforce Resilience Training, Security Fundamentals, Protecting Personal 
Information, Sexual Harassment Prevention, Civil Rights Awareness and Ethics/Personal Gifts.  Your 
mentor can help you navigate our various online training classrooms and will help take the mystique out 
of the “online test environment”. Click on the icon below to learn more about Core Training. 

 

Basic Qualification Course II (BCQ II)– Every member who joined the USCG Auxiliary after February 1, 
2018 is required to complete the seven modules of the BCQ II.  The BCQ II is designed to arm you with 
tools that makes you better aware of the Auxiliary, our role within Team Coast Guard, our missions & 
programs.  It also prepares you for positions of greater responsibility should you desire to move into 
leadership and management roles. Click on the icon below to learn more about BQC II. 

Leadership Training – The USCG Auxiliary needs leaders at all levels. There is an extensive set of 
courses on leadership and management ranging from Level 1 (member level) to member 5 (district and 
national leadership). Click on the leadership icon below to learn more. 

      

Uniforms – As members of the Auxiliary, we have the privilege of wearing  USCG uniforms with 
distinctive Auxiliary insignia. When we are in public, those we help do not distinguish between active duty, 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Core.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_BQCII.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Leader.pdf


reserve or volunteers.  It is our responsibility to understand all the components of the 
USCG Auxiliary.  Your mentor and flotilla leaders will help ensure you understand what uniforms you will 
need and how to properly wear the uniform. Click on the Uniform Guide icon below for the latest update 
on what uniforms we wear, and how to wear them properly.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_HGNf7VOTblWW5mdy1sbjRIcXpzOG1IZHcyZ3BDVkQ0Tk9V/view


 

  

  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ab4G_gSOQmSbBszZzrgr47KI_MD3EmuS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qfJy_U90izcz04Wd45n1lxhjCoABSb6k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HspLh0RoUdFyo8GZ-0kGlW2EEYwyVMtP/view?usp=sharing


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YKLmhCVEH8mGAu8sTngzK2OKxDLHgdqp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRcjBMGPtMMUpfJczTh_-T9oUwMY7v0C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X6qeeRMZJ6f_bGZOnE0V5L-HRANDmXOw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QbmMJ-paq5izM55nPStDdwTKWFd1RT4Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_9aSJL1sZP7GOMJkiNFWBUxLsozDPi-Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KfvvlVT4OHHF0hssF99RGLe8TH-TLr5Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KfvvlVT4OHHF0hssF99RGLe8TH-TLr5Z/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17F997IIluREl-53DS4xg9zvpU8OnTqX1/view?usp=sharing
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=H-DEPT&category=uniform-videos


 

UNIFORM Instructional Videos  

  

  

   

 

ID Cards- Once you have completed a Safe Boating Course, Core Training and the BQC II, your flotilla 
will request a status change to Basically Qualified (BQ).  At that point, you will be entitled to request a 
USCG Auxiliary ID Card.  Your flotilla leaders can assist you with your ID Card Application Process. 

Introduction to Risk Management - A lot of Auxiliary qualifications and offices require completion of 

a course called Introduction to Risk Management. The good news is that one can finish this online in a 
few hours in the Auxiliary's Online Classroom. Click on the icon below to access Aux Classroom, and 
learn more about this course. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSl8tdiRqeE&authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cubXA4gvCY&authuser=0


  

Auxiliary Missions 

The Coast Guard Auxiliary performs a wide array of missions ranging from Recreational Boating Safety 
(vessel examiner, marine dealer visitor) to Response (boat crew, coxswain, air crew, pilot, radio 
watchstander) to Prevention (Aids to Navigation Verifier, Marine Safety specialist) to Mission Support 
(Food Service specialist, Chaplain, Coast Guard Recruiter) just to name some. Click on any icon below to 
learn more. 

Recreational Boating Safety 

    

 

 

 

http://classroom2.cgaux.org/moodle/login/index.php
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_PV.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_VE.pdf


Response & Prevention

               

 

Coast Guard Support 

               

 

 

 

 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUXAIR.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Surface.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Telecom.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_AV.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Safety.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Interpreter.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Chaplain.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUXFS.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Health.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Recruiting.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_USCGA.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Financial.pdf


Mission Support 

         

Advanced Training - Later on, you may wish to pursue advanced operational training. The AUXOP, or 
"Operational Auxiliarist" Program is an advanced training program available to members of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary who wish to increase their practical relevance to Coast Guard missions, and better assist 
the Coast Guard to fulfill needed skill sets. Those who complete this training proudly wear the prestigious 
AUXOP device on their uniforms. Click on the icon below to learn more about AUXOP.

 Thank you for making the USCG Auxiliary your volunteer organization of choice. Take 

advantage of all of the tools made available to you, and rely on your mentor to help you along the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_Instructor.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUX_PA.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/Uploads_wowII/H-DEPT/AUXOP.pdf


Manuals 

Frequently Used 

        

 
 

  

The folders below are grouped by subject matter and will link you to the directorate with 

oversight responsibility. For example, if you click on "Air Operations," you will be taken to 

the Response Directorate's repository of aviation-related publications. 

  

 

 

http://cgaux.org/members/ANSC_DCAT_Jun-20.pdf
http://cgaux.org/members/ANSC_DCAT_Jun-20.pdf
http://cgaux.org/members/ANSC_DCAT_Jun-20.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uNsO-y2NBv_mQ0-16AA4AW5L1gDFwCG/view?usp=sharing
http://rdept.cgaux.org/documents/ManualsTemp/16798_3E-1OpsPolicyManual.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_HGNf7VOTblWW5mdy1sbjRIcXpzOG1IZHcyZ3BDVkQ0Tk9V/view?usp=sharing
http://cgaux.org/members/ANSC_DCAT_Jun-20.pdf


Response & Prevention Publications 

     

 

Recreational Boating Safety Publications 

     

  

Other Publications 

             

IMPORTANT WEBSITES 

US COAST GUARD AUXILIARY      http://www.cgaux.org/ 

US COAST GUARD AUX FLOTILLA 054-20-002    http://uscgauxmoreheadcity.org/ 

http://cgaux-forcecom.org/manuals/USCG_Watchstander_Qualification_Guide.pdf
http://www.cgaux.org/
http://uscgauxmoreheadcity.org/
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=R-DEPT&category=telecomms-documents
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=R-DEPT&category=air-documents
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=R-DEPT&category=telecomms-documents-1
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=P-DEPT&category=ns-forms-and-manuals
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=RB-GROUP&category=auxpad-resources
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-dept
http://vdept.cgaux.org/JobAidFiles/RBSVP_ManualWeb.pdf
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=U-DEPT&category=how-to-library
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=A-DEPT&category=pa-tools


QUESTIONS?   

 

Contact your Mentor or FSO-MT.  
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